
John nurminen 
FounDATion 2016



Did you know this about us? The Foundation in a nutshell 2
Passion for the Baltic Sea – Foreword by the Secretary General  4
Conveyor of culture – interview with the Chairman of the Board 6
highlights in 2016 8

marine culture 10 
 marine publications and milestones  10
 Loki – online community for friends of the Sea  18

Protection of the Baltic Sea
 how’s the Baltic Sea doing – Antti iho  22
 ongoing Clean Baltic Sea Projects 25
 Baltic Sea Calculator 28
 nutriTrade Project 30
 Local Fishing Project  35
Clean Baltic Sea concert 38
Clean Baltic Sea partners and fundraising 40
The Clean Baltic Sea Club  42
Passion for the Baltic Sea – and something totally different  44

Funding of the operations of the Foundation 45
operational risks and uncertainties 48

Financial Statement 2016 50

organisation of the Foundation in 2017  62
Contact information  63

 Lönnberg Print & Promo cares for the environment  64 

Contents 

John nurminen FounDATion’S 
AnnuAL rePorT 2016 AnD 
rePorT on oPerATionS 

editorial staff: John nurminen Foundation
Graphic design and layout: Tommi Jokivaara
Printed by: Lönnberg Print & Promo, helsinki 2017
Translated by: riikka oderychev

This annual report was printed by Lönnberg Print & Promo 
as a donation to the John nurminen Foundation.

Stora enso has supported the John nurminen Foundation 
by donating the paper for this annual report.
Paper: cover Lumisilk 300 g, contents Lumisilk 150 g Stora enso.

Cover photo: Children playing at hylkysaari in 1930s. 
Photo from the book Miehet Merellä. maritime museum of Finland.

images: John nurminen Foundation.

■  The annual report presents a selection of photos that participated 
in ”my Baltic Sea” photography competition, organized in 2016.



our oPerATinG PrinCiPLeS
measurable results
Targeted actions
Cooperation across borders
independence

We will save the Baltic Sea 
and its heritage for future 
generations

The Foundation’s bylaws, which were renewed in 2016, 
are available online at  www.johnnurmisensaatio.fi

Key FiGureS For 2016
•  Balance sheet total €10,080,817

•  Capital and reserves €9,867,963

•  Deficit for Marine Culture operations -€120,947

•  Funds available for Baltic Sea protection (partially 
in the Clean Sea Fund) €2,886,136

•  Clean Baltic Sea project expenses €1,206,780

•  Clean Baltic Sea project income €1,141,577

•  13 employees, 16 during the full year, employed by 
the Foundation. 

The John Nurminen Foundation works out of passion for the Baltic 
Sea. Our operations began with the preservation of marine culture, 
and expanded into Baltic Sea protection. It is precisely our versatility 
that makes our operations unique: we work for the Baltic Sea across 
generations.
 
We seek for results that can be concretely measured and bring 
the greatest impact. We are agile and cost-efficient. We are 
independent: what benefits the Baltic Sea is the one and only goal 
that steers our operations.
 
We want to save the Baltic Sea for future generations. Our work is 
motivated by our unique marine cultural heritage. We work here and 
now, inspired by our marvellous history, and motivated to create an 
even better future.

OperaTIONS ThaT BrINg 
reSulTS FOr The BalTIc Sea

The operations of the John Nurminen 
Foundation focus on marine culture 
and the clean Baltic Sea projects.

Our marine culture publication and exhibition 
activities focus on the history of seafaring, 
exploration and cartography, and making them 
better known to the general public. The activities are 
supported by the Foundation’s extensive collections 
of maritime art and antiquities, and ancient maps. 
We publish non-fiction books on related topics, and 
maintain the Loki online service, which is free for all.

in 2016, the Loki service was launched and three 
new books published. marjo T. nurminen’s 
book, The Mapmakers’ World, received the royal 
Geographical Society’s esteemed Fordham Award.

The Clean Baltic Sea projects improve the status of 
the Baltic Sea with concrete measures that reduce 
the nutrient load and environmental risks faced by 
the sea. The John nurminen Foundation promotes 
the target set by Baltic marine environment 
Protection Commission (HELCOM), i.e. for the 
Baltic Sea to reach a good ecological status by the 
year 2021. 

in 2016, the nutriTrade project implemented 
a gypsum treatment pilot in Paimio and Lieto, 
reducing the volumes of phosphorus that are 
washed up from farm fields. The Archipelago Sea 
Local Fishing Project fished almost 150,000 kg of 
bream and roach through fish stock management. 
in russia and Belarus, we continued with our 
phosphorus removal projects at water utilities and 
wastewater treatment plants.
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Foreword by the Secretary General

Passion for the Baltic Sea

We had many things to be happy about in 2016. 
The University of helsinki pilot project on treating 
fields with gypsum, for example, appears to be very 
successful. By treating fields with gypsum, we can 
cut the phosphorus load from agriculture to the sea 
considerably and fast. I hope the success of the pilot 
will also draw the attention of the society at large to the 
benefits of gypsum treatment.

Supporting the gypsum project is a very good 
example of how our Foundation works. The project 
is innovative, ambitious, based on research, brings 
concrete, measurable results, and on top of all that it is 
also very cost-efficient. These are the same principles 
we apply to all our Clean Baltic Sea projects and to our 
multifaceted cultural endeavours.

The Loki online service, which showcases marine 
cultural history, is another example of unfettered 
thinking. Through its development we have seen that 
an agile organisation like ours can achieve so much if we 
only face things fearlessly and with great willpower. 

This, in fact, is one of our key strengths. Our 
Foundation is staffed with people who have a passion 
for their work and for saving the Baltic Sea. Our work 
has an impact, which is evident in both our commitment 
to it, and in the results we achieve.

The Loki online service is also an indication of a new 
operating model. Loki has been developed through close 
cooperation with various stakeholders of the museum 
branch, and with outside financiers. We have at the 
same time been able to increase the project’s visibility.

Our objectives include building new networks 
for cooperation, and utilizing the expertise of the 
Foundation to its full potential. We want to strengthen 
our role in society, and be even more involved in the 

societal discourses and concrete projects of foundations 
and the third sector in general. This is how we can 
continue to raise the status of the Baltic Sea and its 
heritage, which, in turn, is reflected in the appreciation 
and funds directed to our work.

The economic recession has had an impact on the 
available funds of private individuals and companies 
alike. at the same time, more and more organizations 
are competing for their donations. This has been 
evident also in the operations of the Foundation. 

When competing for financing, our strength lies 
in clear and measurable results: we have concrete 
proof on what has been achieved in our projects, with 
the help of funds donated to us. Our faith in the future 
is also strengthened by the fact that we have many 
supporters also from the younger generations. We 
intend to strengthen our financial basis with even more 
determined actions. We have placed great effort on 
fundraising and campaigns that support it.

Saving the Baltic Sea is a long-term undertaking. We 
have been successful in reducing the load of the Baltic 
Sea considerably, but for various reasons, estimates 
indicate that the algae situation next summer will be 
worse than in previous years. We are working with 
nature, so temporary setbacks are par for the course.

In the long run, we expect that the status of the 
Baltic Sea will continue to improve if we can only 
continue with our current projects, expand the pilots 
that have brought results, and innovate new projects, 
based on research, that reduce the load of the Baltic Sea 
or otherwise improve its status.

alongside major projects, the everyday choices of 
individuals are also highlighted. here, the Saaristolais-
kalapihvit (’archipelago fish patties’) introduced to 

the market in connection with our Local Fishing 
project provide every Finn with a concrete and tasty 
opportunity to improve the status of the Baltic Sea. 

The Foundation has another role in spreading 
information on choices that are good and sustainable 
for the sea. here, we are assisted by our strong position 
in publishing and disseminating information. It is 
another example of the way projects involving marine 
culture and concrete protection work can benefit 
one another. Because of our history, we have a strong 
understanding of the importance of saving the Baltic 
Sea and its heritage.

Our Foundation is unique in many ways, and its 
work is extremely productive. For this, the greatest 
thanks are due to our staff, who make the impossible 
possible, our active Board of directors, all our 
supporters, and our extensive network of partners. It is 
great to face the future with troops like these.

Annamari Arrakoski-Engardt
Secretary General
John Nurminen Foundation
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interview with the Chairman of the Board

Conveyor of culture

on this issue, but some kind of measures conducted 
at sea will certainly be needed. This is already work in 
progress for us, as we have identified topics for further 
investigation’, says Nurminen.

Treating fields with gypsum has proven to be by far 
the most efficient way to address nutrient load caused 
by agriculture. With the treatment, phosphorus loads to 
the sea that originate in agriculture can be cut by almost 
a third.

‘Projects like these, bringing concrete, measurable 
results, are our trademark. all our operations aim at 
creating the greatest possible impact.’

Basing work on research 

The future of the John Nurminen Foundation is steered 
by the Foundation’s purpose, and interpretations of 
that purpose. When we plan future operations, it is 
essential to have correct understanding of the big 
picture. Our operating environment is increasingly 
versatile, and we also continuously receive new 
information and new viewpoints on factors that impact 
the condition of the sea.

Saline pulses to the Baltic Sea, for example, were 
earlier considered to be a fully positive phenomenon. 
In light of new information, however, their impact on 
the condition of the sea might be more harmful than 
what used to be the case. a major Baltic inflow pushing 
the nutrients from the main basin of the Baltic Sea, 
combined with an iceless winter, have increased the 
amount of nutrients in the Gulf of Finland, even if its 
external nutrient load has significantly reduced during 
the last few years. 

all such factors need to be included when developing 
situational awareness and assessing new operational 
methods. This is why all of the Foundation’s Clean 
Baltic Sea projects highlight the latest research results 
and their unprejudiced utilization. Information is key 
also in the Foundation’s projects on marine culture.

‘When we know the Baltic Sea and its history, we 
also know why – and how - we have to save this sea. 
We have the important mission of informing people 
on the uniqueness of the sea we live by, and the way 
it has impacted us throughout history. This is why 
disseminating information and cleaning up the sea go 
very much hand in hand’, Nurminen sums up.

This year is the 25th anniversary of the 
establishment of the John Nurminen Foundation. 
During the years, the Foundation’s operations have 
expanded from exhibitions to non-fiction publishing, 
and from there to hands-on marine protection work. 
all our operations are guided by a shared mission: 
to save the Baltic sea and its heritage for future 
generations.

Juha Nurminen, the Foundation’s Chairman of the 
Board, sees the wide range of operations as a result of 
natural evolution. Safeguarding history and protection 
work strengthen one another, and there is no need to 
build artificial borders between them.

‘Protecting the Baltic Sea is a part of marine culture. 
Some of our projects, like the archipelago Sea Local 
Fishing Project, have further repercussions. The Local 
Fishing Project is linked to food culture and fishing as a 
livelihood – it comprises so much more than phosphorus 
removal, as important as that is. The project recycles 
nutrients optimally, providing consumers with the 
opportunity to clean the sea. We work with substantial 
issues, and in order to succeed, we have to understand 
value chains of considerable complexity. This is how we 
can continue to carry out measures with the greatest 
possible impact also in the future.’

Progressive measures like these are what we need 
also further down the road. It seems very probable 
that the status of the Baltic Sea will not become good 
simply through reducing the phosphorus discharges 
originating on land and from point sources. We will 
most likely also need measures conducted at sea to 
recycle the sea-based nutrient load back to land. 

‘human actions have already caused damage to 
the ecosystem of the sea, so couldn’t we also fix it? The 
scientific community has not yet found a consensus 

When information is packaged in an interesting 
way, it is easier to absorb.

‘We want to support learning. here, well-built 
information content is crucial. Our Loki online service, 
for example, which showcases marine cultural heritage, 
could in the future be expanded and used also in 
educational institutions.’

‘Today, the importance of information is 
greater than ever. Our collective sense of history is 
deteriorating, with decisions based on gut feeling or 
fragments of information on social media.’ In the time 
we live in, we have our own, important cultural task in 
analysing, refining and distributing information. The 
Baltic Sea and its cultural heritage need an independent 
spokesperson and a stakeholder who takes concrete 
action.’

Work that brings results for the Baltic Sea

The concrete measures, and their subsequent results, 
taken up by the Foundation during the past 25 years have 
been extremely encouraging. The work has borne fruit: 
the nutrient load of the Sea has reduced, particularly in 
the Gulf of Finland, and the understanding we have of 
our marine cultural heritage has grown.

at the same time, says Nurminen, the operating 
environment has become more challenging, and project 
time spans have become longer. New projects also 
typically require more investments.

‘In an ideal situation, we would have a broader group 
of supporters, committed for the long run, consisting 
of both companies and private individuals. Our goal is 
to win over more supporters and partners, allowing us 
more leeway and better opportunities to do our very 
best in saving the Baltic Sea and its heritage.

‘We want to make sure that also in the future, the 
Baltic Sea is doing well, getting even cleaner than it is 
today, has a flourishing culture, and that we, the people 
can feel as good as possible by the sea. an important 
aspect of our work is understanding that the sea is 
something we all share. The sea has always been a 
cultural connector. The sea conveys culture, and creates 
unity amongst nations. This will be as important in the 
future as it is now.’

Juha Nurminen, Maritime Counsellor
Chairman of the Board 
John Nurminen Foundation
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The NutriTrade project was 
launched in festive spirits 
with an opening seminar at 
the charming merimelojien 
maja.

hiGhLiGhTS in 2016

The local Fishing project 
began recruiting fishermen for 
2016. 

The Horizon is 
complete! With the 
last instalments, the 
artwork Horizon on 
the Jätkäsaari pier 
in helsinki reached 
its full length of 54 
metres. 

eero lehtinen’s 
book Suomalaiset 
sankaripurjehtijat 
(heroic Finnish 
sailors) was 
chosen one of 
the finalists of the 
Sports Book of 
the year award. 

The Foundation’s Board 
of Directors approved 
the wastewater 
treatment plant project 
of the City of Kingisepp.

At the helsinki Boat 
Show, the Foundation 
organised an exhibition 
of maps of the Baltic 
Sea. At our exhibition 
stand, visitors were 
informed of marine 
protection, and 
schoolchildren could 
test their knowledge 
about underwater life in 
the Baltic Sea. 

loki is open! The Loki 
online service was 
launched in connection 
with the opening 
ceremony of the new 
main exhibition at 
Forum marinum.

This is good! The 
Foundation participated 
in the Suomiareena 
Baltic Sea programme 
in Pori. When the 
Foundation was on duty, 
guests at the Baltic 
Sea tent were treated 
to Järki Särki (‘smart 
roach’) and bream 
patties. 

raoul Johnsson’s 
‘amiraali’ (the Admiral) 
and Juha ruusuvuori’s 
Kampelaa ja 
kadonneita luumuja 
(flounder and missing 
plums) were launched 
at huolintatalo.  

The book Miehet 
Merellä (men at 
sea), honouring the 
320th anniversary of 
the Finnish pilotage 
service, was launched 
at the anniversary party 
hosted by Finnpilot 
Pilotage oy. 

We participated in 
the annual runFest 
running event in 
Kaivopuisto; in addition 
to our own team of 
runners, we were a 
target for donations.

The clean Baltic Sea club, 
hosted by Stora enso, 
took place in the marine 
surroundings of Klippan.

hello helsinki, Washington 
calling! At the our ocean 
conference, marjukka 
Porvari, Director of the 
Clean Baltic Sea projects, 
spoke about the Baltic 
Sea to world leaders 
and the top names of 
environmental protection.

The gypsum treatment 
of fields was tried out in 
Savijoki. 

For the local Fishing project, 
the summer 2016 fishing 
season closed successfully, as 
the catch of the 12 fishermen 
who participated in the project 
reached a total of 150,000 kg 
of bream and roach.

The Local Fishing Project was 
chosen as one of the pilots 
of Sitra’s sustainable food 
systems focus area in their 
survey roadmap to Finland’s 
Circular economy.

equipment for chemical 
phosphorus removal was 
inaugurated at the Vyborg 
wastewater treatment 
plant. A group of 
environmental journalists 
joined this excursion.

The British royal geographical 
Society granted marjo T. nurminen 
and Juha nurminen the Fordham 
award for their collaborative writing 
and research on the cultural history 
of maps.

At the uS embassy, the 
nutriTrade project hosted an 
event where top experts from 
the united States, Finland 
and Sweden brainstormed 
development ideas for Baltic Sea 
protection policies. 

We presented the nutriTrade 
concept at Slush cleantech 
event

#Admiral ahoy! The 
helsinki book fair visitors 
posed in 18th century 
clothes, competing for 
award for the funniest 
picture taken at the 
Foundation’s stand. 

We launched a joint project 
with the city of helsinki 
where helsinki offsets the 
phosphorus footprint of the 
Viikinmäki treatment plant 
by funding the treatment 
of wastewaters in Vitebsk, 
Belarus.

At the clean Baltic Sea 
concert in the helsinki 
music Centre we thanked 
the young heroes of the 
Baltic Sea.
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The CULTUraL aCTIvITIeS of the John Nurminen 
Foundation focus on the history of seafaring, exploration 
and cartography, and on sharing information on these 
topics to the general public. The Foundation publishes 
books, organises exhibitions, and lends items from 
its collection to other exhibitions. In these activities, 
we make the most of the Foundation’s collections of 
maritime art and antiquities and ancient maps. each 
year, the Foundation’s operations and collections in 
huolintatalo are presented to hundreds of people. 

Publications 

The publication operations of the John Nurminen 
Foundation promote our marine cultural heritage, and 
maintain the interest of the general public in this field. 
The publications combine the best sides of non-fiction 
and books on art with their thorough research, great 
storytelling, and brilliant visual presentation. The books 
are known for their high quality, and include many 
nominees for the Tieto-Finlandia non-fiction prize. 
Seafaring and its history are by nature international, 
and the books published by the John Nurminen 
Foundation have been translated into Swedish, english, 
russian, Spanish, and Portuguese, amongst others. 
While the Foundation continues its long-term efforts 
in traditional publishing, it also opens up new avenues 
with e-books and new kinds of content distribution. 
One good example of these is the Foundation’s Loki 
project, which has created a shared online platform for 
distributing maritime cultural heritage in all its various 
forms. 

In 2017, the Foundation will publish two new books: 
alpo Tuurnala’s Pohjoiset purjeet (northern sails), and 
Vaelluksia maisemaan (scenic excursions) by Markku 
valkonen and Pekka Niemelä. during the year, we will 
also continue to prepare the publications in store for 
2018 and 2019: there will be a book of sailors’ songs, and 
a continuation of the mare adventure series. 

mArine CuLTure 

on The LeFT: Children of pilot families and workers of 
the gas plant playing on top of a bell buoy by the shore of 
hylkysaari in the 1930s. illustrations from the book Miehet 
merellä (men at sea). CoLLeCTionS oF The mAriTime muSeum oF FinLAnD

– maritime Publications and Cultural milestones

The FounDATion AnD PuTinKi oy have concluded 
an agreement on presenting marine culture from the 
Foundation in Putinki’s exclusive products. In the first phase 
in october 2016, journals and notebooks illustrated with 
maps and marine themes from the Foundation’s collections 
were introduced.



Kampelaa 
ja Kadonneita 

luumuja

84.2 · ISBN 978-952-9745-48-7*9789529745487*

JOHN NURMISEN SÄÄTIÖ

JUHa RUUSUvUORI

Makumuistoja laivan 
kapyysista
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”Merellä tulee 
helposti nälkä, sen me tiedämme: 

kansimies tarvitsee rankkaa muonaa, 
helposti pitkästyvä risteilyturisti kulinaarisia elämyksiä. 

Ja harvoin mikään maistuu niin hyvälle kuin 
paistettu kala purjehdusreissun jälkeen.”

Juha Ruusuvuoren verbaalinen lahjakkuus 
tempaa lukijan mukaansa yhdeksälle merimatkalle, 

jossa oikeilla aluksilla matkustaa aitoja historian henkilöitä, 
mutta kertomusten tapahtumat ovat peräisin kirjailijan 

mielikuvituksesta. Kaikki tarinat sitoo yhteen matkan aikana 
nautittu ruoka. Savustettua kampelaa, lapskoussia, 

tyrnimarjapannacottaa, olkaa hyvä! lukekaa ja 
kokeilkaa itse, reseptit löytyvät kirjasta.
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ABouT ADmirAL oTTo 
henriK norDenSKJöLD
Book by raoul Johnsson

raoul Johnsson wants to give readers an 
opportunity to peek into the lives of officers and 
lords of the manor; their everyday duties, and 
their causes for joy or concern. The remarkable 
story of Otto henrik is a true one, and the 
reader will not be able to believe his or her eyes 
as the story moves ahead towards the battles. 
anyone who has read British sea stories and 
admired the adventures of their fictitious 
heroes should not miss this book! Johnsson, 
too, has read his hornblowers – but whereas 
horatio hornblower, whose adventures also 
take place in the 18th century, is a fictional 
character, Otto henrik is flesh and blood and a 
true historical figure.

‘For most naval battles, history informs us of 
their location, date, and the names of the victor 
and of the admirals. Describing the battles and 
the various events that led to the final result are 
often left with no attention. The men who fought 
and led the altercations on the ship’s deck have 
been forgotten. In my story about Otto Henrik 
Nordenskjöld I have tried to bring the reality of 
naval war to the reader – and also to describe 
the tenacious efforts of this forgotten naval hero 
as he moved ahead towards a leading position 
in the Swedish navy.’ 
raoul Johnsson

‘If Finland would be located in the center of the Anglo-
Saxon world, and Hollywood situated in Pieksämäki or 
Liperi, we would already have seen several adventure 
movies on the life of Vice Admiral Otto Henrik 
Nordenskjöld.
Tommi aitio, Kauppalehti, 1 January 2016

‘Raoul Johnsson writes inspiredly about the squalor 
and glory of naval war. He has sailed all his life, and 
knows what he is talking about. The reader can smell 
the gunpowder and feel splashes of salty water on 
his/her face.’ 
Osmo Pekonen, Yliopisto magazine

What do a penniless admiral, 
a flounder, and a pilot’s hut 
have in common? 
A belief in the need for good 
stories!

KAmPeLAA JA 
KADonneiTA LuumuJA
Book by Juha ruusuvuori

Juha ruusuvuori’s book Kampelaa ja kadonneita 
luumuja – makumuistoja laivan kapyysista 
(Flounder and lost plums – tasteful memories 
from the ship’s galley) takes the reader on nine 
naval journeys across the seas of the world. 
We know the ships, the events, and some of 
the characters from history, but ruusuvuori’s 
inventive dialogue is all fiction. each story 
is brought together by a meal enjoyed on the 
journey – from lobscouse to sea buckthorn 
panna cotta. The book ends with a collection of 
delicious recipes from the stories in the book.

‘Kampelaa ja kadonneita luumuja is Ruusuvuori 
at his best. One might even say at his lightest, 
which in this case is a 100% positive thing.’
veli-Matti henttonen, 
Salon Seudun Sanomat

raoul Johnsson and Juha ruusuvuori.

Jacob hägg’s painting, 
East-India Company ship 
Finland in storm. image 
from the book Kampelaa 
ja kadonneita luumuja. 
SJöFArTSmuSeeT AKVArieT GöTeBorG
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impressions from the 320th anniversary celebration 
at Katajanokan Kasino, organised by Finnpilot 
Pilotage oy. Anne Berner, minister of Transport 
and Communications, was the main speaker at the 
event, while matti Pajula, Ceo of Finnpilot, and 
Admiral Juhani Kaskeala answered questions from 
the audience. Peter nyman interviewed maritime 
Counsellor Juha nurminen. 

BooKS PuBLiSheD By The John nurminen FounDATion:

Miehet merellä – Hetkiä luotsauksen historiasta (2016)   Finnish

Kampelaa ja kadonneita luumuja – Makumuistoja laivan kapyysista (2016)   Finnish

Amiraali Nordenskjöldin meriseikkailut (2016)   Finnish

The Mapmakers’ World – A Cultural History of the European World Map (2015)   Finnish, english

Suomalaiset sankaripurjehtijat – kahvelipurjeista skiffeihin (2015)   Finnish

Pohjolan atlantis – Uskomattomia ideoita Itämerellä (2014)   Finnish

Ranskan viimeisen kuninkaan retkikunta – La Recherche Lapissa (2014)   Finnish

Pakko purjehtia (2014)   Finnish

Juha Nurminen Collecion of World maps – Map, Atlases, Books and Globes (2013)   english

Luotsisaaren tarina – Merimatkoja menneeseen (2013)   Finnish

Kauhia Oolannin sota – Krimin sota Suomessa 1854–1855 (2013)   Finnish, Swedish

Norsusta nautilukseen – Löytöretkiä eläinkuvituksen historiaan (2012)   Finnish

Seitsemän meren purjehtijat – Suurten maailmanympärimatkojen viisi vuosisataa (2011)   Finnish

Kustaa III ja suuri merisota – Taistelut Suomenlahdella 1788–1790 (2010)   Finnish

Adolf Bock – Merimaalari/Marinmålaren (2010)   Finnish/Swedish

Muskottisota – Taistelu Itä-Intian Maustesaarista (2009)   Finnish

Valo merellä/Ljuset till havs – Suomen majakat/Finlands fyrar 1753–1906 (2009)   Finnish/Swedish

Kuninkaansaari – Akvarellinkeveä saaripäiväkirja kolmelta vuosikymmeneltä (2009)   Finnish

Muodonmuutoksia – John Nurminen Oy:n historia vuosilta 1886–2007 (2008)   Finnish

Yli maan äären – Magalhãesin kohtalokas purjehdus maailman ympäri (2008)   Finnish

The History of Seafaring – Navigating the World’s Oceans (2007)   Finnish, english, Spanish, Portuguese, German, French

Uljaksen vanavedessä – John Nurmisen kauppahuoneen ja varustamon historiaa 1886–1967 (2006)   Finnish

The History of the Nordic Map – From Myths to Reality (2006)   Finnish, Swedish, english

Yksinpurjehdus maapallon ympäri sekä purjehdus Liberdadella Brasiliasta Amerikkaan (2005)   Finnish

Harmaat laivat – kuusikymmenluvulta vuosituhannen vaihteeseen (2004)   Finnish

Meritaiteen mestareita – merimaalauksia 400 vuoden ajalta (2003)   Finnish, Swedish, German

Kuunarilaiva Uljas – omistajat, päälliköt ja matkat (2003)   Finnish

Ultima Thule – Arctic Explorations (2001)   Finnish, Swedish, english, German, norwegian, Spanish

Taide ja meri – Itämeren merimaalareita (2000)   Finnish/Swedish

Suomenlahden albumi (1999)   Finnish, russian

Penang pitkillä aalloilla – Pentti Luukkosen meripäiväkirjat 1934–36 (1999)   Finnish

Mare Balticum – 2000 Years of History of the Baltic Sea (1995)   Finnish, Swedish, english, German

The Northeast Passage: From the Vikings to Nordenskiöld (1992)   Finnish, Swedish, english

The John nurminen FounDATion has 
published a total of 33 books. The goal of these 
publications is to provide information on topics 
related to maritime history. The books aim at 
combining the best aspects of art and non-fiction 
publications. The Foundation’s antique map, 
marine art and maritime antiquity collections 
are used as resources for the books and their 
illustrations. The publications, aimed at the 
general public, are non-fiction books on seafaring, 
cartography, marine art, and exploration. In addition 
to interesting textual contents the publications 
focus on visual imagery, detail, and print quality. 

The books’ illustrations include unique and even 
previously unpublished images from the museums 
and archives of the world.

Foundation’s online store:
jnsshop.fi

mieheT mereLLä
– hetkiä luotsauksen historiasta

‘The countless marine stories about 
pilotage and the chain of generations 
who have performed this work are an 
incomparable and essential part of 
Finnish maritime culture.’
Juha Nurminen

A pilot cutter from the Kobbaklintar pilot station prepares to 
leave a pilot on the s/s Eva from mariehamn, 1 September 1942. 
images from the book Miehet merellä. SA-kuvA

‘Our work is our pleasure, Mr Pilotage Director!’
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In May 2016, the Foundation was able to announce a 
veritable cartographic scoop, when the distinguished 
royal Geographical Society in London granted the 
Fordham award to Marjo T. Nurminen and Juha 
Nurminen for their collaborative research and writing 
work on the cultural history of maps. 

rita Gardner, director of the Society, presented 
the award at a festive event organised at the royal 
Geographical Society (rGS) in October 2016. Gardner 
thanked the authors for their magnificent input to the 
popularisation of the history of cartography, and for 
making the history of the european world map better 
known.

Juha and Marjo Nurminen had therefore been able 
to digest the news for some time before the actual award 
ceremony. Nevertheless, we have to ask: how do you feel 
now?

‘The Fordham award is a significant recognition, 
granted by experts in cartography. Obviously, being 
acknowledged in this way feels great, and encourages 
us to continue our research in cartography’, says author 
Marjo Nurminen. 

‘Maps have been collected for as long as they 
have been made. I have collected old maps myself 
for almost half a century. Without map collectors, 
we would have no research into the history of maps. 
The rGS award, too, was an acknowledgement of the 
exemplary collaboration between a map collector 
and a map researcher’, says Juha Nurminen. ’It feels 
wonderful to see that our passion for maps and map 
research is communicated to our readers. as far as I 
know, no Finnish-born map historian has received an 
international award of similar significance since 1889, 
when the explorer and map collector a.e. Nordenskiöld 
published his famous work Facsimile Atlas to Early 
History of Cartography’.

old maps: a treasure trove for researchers, 
a journey of discovery for the layman.

‘My academic background is in cultural research, a 
fact that can no doubt be observed also when reading 
this book. For a cultural researcher, old maps are true 
treasures: they show us a reflection of history and 
culture that is astonishingly versatile’, explains Marjo. 

For lay readers, the author’s tip is to take your time 
and allow yourself to fall in love with the maps, seeking 
inspiration from them. 

‘Old maps are sure to seduce all readers interested 
in geography, science, art, exploration, seafaring, power 
politics or propaganda. For me, the falling-in-love phase 

took years, but now my love is growing deeper still. My 
greatest insight was the fact that maps are cultural-
historical bridges between the past and the present. We, 
as europeans, have an amazingly long and endlessly 
interesting history in the way we structure reality 
through visual map images.

The Map Makers’ World, published in 2015 in Finnish 
and english, is the Foundation’s 30th publication. The 
book was a nominee for the Tieto-Finlandia non-fiction 
prize, and has received rave reviews both in Finland 
and internationally. New language versions of the book 
are being prepared and published in 2017 and 2018, 
including editions in German, russian, Swedish, and 
Chinese. 

 

marjo T. nurminen and Juha nurminen 
were awarded with the Fordham Award 
of the royal Geographical Society in 
London in 2016.

The mAPmAKerS’ WorLD
A number of language editions of 
the award-winning book are on  
their way
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Loki – online community 
for friends of the sea

The Loki online service, launched in 2016 by the John 
Nurminen Foundation, features a map where stories 
shared by private individuals and marine organisations 
are collected, together with the most interesting content 
offered by museums and tips for places to visit along 
the Finnish coastline and in the archipelago. The Loki 
project, which was launched in 2012, seeks to safeguard 
marine culture through the utilization of modern digital 
environments and to ensure that the relationship 
between people and their own cultural heritage and the 
environment stays vibrant. 

The design of the map-based Loki service focuses 
on a user experience that is as fluent and communal 

as possible. The objective of the project is to bring 
cultural heritage to the everyday lives of people more 
frequently, and in easier and more enriched ways. 
Moreover, the project provides a shared digital tool to 
the cultural domain, releasing resources elsewhere 
and bringing sought-after synergy to the field. The 
service, created within the sphere of marine culture, 
builds a community and a channel between cultural 
organizations and the general public. during the 
project, it has become evident that the Finns have 
plenty of interesting marine tidbits and stories to 
share. This is why the service is communal, and open 
for all – everyone can log their own marine story to the 
Loki map!

In the next phase of the project in spring 2017, 
service functionality will be improved based on 
feedback from users and the cultural field. at the same 
time, the visual look of the Loki user interface will be 
revamped. In the coming years, the marine service 
will be scaled up in phases to cover the entire cultural 
heritage domain.

‘IT’S GREAT to work with the best to create a new 
service for marine Finland!’

Tiina Mertanen, Director,  
The maritime museum of Finland

‘FORUM MARINUM wants to be at the forefront 
of making our cultural heritage visible. Loki 
service makes the rich maritime history and 
culture of southwestern Finland and archipelago 
more accessible to people. It complements and 
enriches the museum visit.’

Tapio Maijala, managing Director at the 
maritime Centre Forum marinum

www.lokistories.fi  Loki in social media:  @lokistories #lokistories

‘MAP-BASED LOKI opens up new opportunities for 
presenting marine history information online. It is 
great to have marine stories on the map!’

Johanna aartomaa, Curator of education,  
maritime museum of Finland

‘WITH various marine topics all in one place, it has 
been easy for anyone interested to have access to 
previously unknown places.’ 

loki user, survey for the general public

‘WHAT IS GREAT about Loki is that the service enables 
low-threshold access to our marine cultural heritage. 
Loki makes culture more interesting, and adds to the 
appreciation of cultural heritage sites. Using the service is 
free and easy, which makes it democratic and accessible 
to all. From a museum point of view, the project enables 
multimodality – the wild initial vision of creating a 
platform that brings together various channels has been 
realized, giving stakeholders in the cultural heritage field 
a sense of a shared goal.’

anna Meronen, Director, rauma maritime museum 

‘I FIND information and stories  
I had not heard of!’

loki user, survey for  
the general public

‘THE LOKI SERVICE is an excellent way to 
disseminate and collect new information. Small 
morsels of information on the map accrue to create 
an interesting overview with which we can better 
grasp the various aspects of Baltic Sea culture and 
history. In my own work, I have been able to share 
my research results via Loki as small tidbits which 
I hope will give users eye-opening glimpses to the 
history of my research topic. Research highlights 
from other researchers and museums have 
brought me great joy, and opened up new ways of 
approaching the cultural environment that is so 
dear to us.’

lauri Kaira, marine historian, project researcher

‘Brilliant pages, the best 
social media find of  
the summer!’

loki user, survey for  
the general public

you can choose and add 
nostalgic photos from the Finna 
archive service to your Loki entry.
image: Valkosaarenkari in 1950. 

image: CC By 4.0 helsinki City museum, 
photographer: hugo Sundström.

The Finnish coast and archipelago abounds 
with fascinating destinations: lighthouse 
islands, monuments, natural harbours and 
tiny museums of local history and culture. 
Loki collects the favourite spots of sea 
friends on map.

Comments on Loki
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■ Based on feedback for the pilot 
service, the actual Loki service 
was completed for release in 
cooperation with the Åland 
maritime museum, the Forum 
marinum maritime Centre,  
the rauma maritime museum, 
and the maritime museum 
of Finland. Futurice oy was 
in charge of the technical 
implementation of the service.

■ Loki was launched for the 
general public on 12 may 2016, 
in connection with the opening 
of the new main exhibition of the 
Forum marinum maritime Centre

■ During its first week, Loki 
accrued more than 100 
registered users.

■ Different language versions 
were published: Loki was 
translated into english and 
Swedish.

■ in addition to Facebook, Loki 
took over Twitter and instagram 
with the handle @lokistories.

■ Loki is continuously developed 
from a user-centred perspective: 
the functionality of the service 
was tested in user tests conducted 
by Adage. The majority of the 
feedback was positive, and 
proposals for further development 
were eagerly received.

■ The usability of Loki was 
improved by adding information 
on Finnish guest harbours 
on its map; this was done in 
cooperation with the Sailmate and 
vierassatamat.fi services. Also, 
dozens of magnificent locations 
for nature outings were added to 
the map from the retkipaikka blog 
community.

■ The Loki team trekked along 
the Finnish coastline, telling 
marine organizations about the 
opportunities created by this free, 
non-profit service – and soon we 
saw many new museums and 
services appear on the Loki map! 

■ more than 300 entries, created 
by museums, marine organizations 
and ordinary citizens, have already 
been added to the Loki map.

■ The first ‘Loki letter’ to customers 
was delivered to the email boxes of 
friends of the sea.

■ The usability of the service 
was again tested in the form of a 
customer survey that was open to all.

■ information on the marine 
environment was added to Loki 
in cooperation with the John 
nurminen Foundation’s Clean 
Baltic Sea projects, and the Finnish 
environment institute SyKe. 

■ number of Loki entries passed 
the 500 mark!

■ The Loki team published an 
extensive survey on the development 
of digital tools for museums, 
aimed at stakeholders in the field 
of cultural heritage; the objective 
of the survey was to collect 
information on the current status of 
the museum branch, and the needs 
and expectations related to reaching 
out to the public and electronic 
services. Survey answers were used 
to provide guidance for the further 
development of Loki.

■ Loki’s visual outlook was 
revamped, and service functionality 
was improved further. 

■ The service is scaled up in  
phases to cover the entire  
cultural heritage field.

■ Loki’s total annual number of 
visitors for 2016 exceeded 15,300! 
The service was successful in 
activating users – the share of visitors 
who returned to Loki was 32%, and 
Loki’s social media channels were 
filled with active discussion.

■ The pilot project ended at the turn 
of the year, with good results. 2017 is 
the year when Loki will be stabilized, 
and a scaling-up plan for the service 
drawn up. in addition to the John 
nurminen Foundation, operations 
are financed by the Jenny and Antti 
Wihuri Foundation, and the Weisell 
Foundation. 

For the Åland Maritime Museum, Loki is a wonderful channel  
with which we can reach our audience and our visitors. The best thing 

about Loki is that we can share information about museums  
and tell stories related to our marine cultural heritage.  

It has also been enriching to see how the Loki project  
has brought maritime museums together,  

making new encounters possible.
– Heidi Viktorsson, Curator, Åland Maritime Museum

Spring 2016 Summer 2016

Winter 2016–2017

Autumn 2016

Spring 2017

2018–2019

■ Loki project launched:  
the John nurminen Foundation 
brings together stakeholders who 
have the same goal. A workshop 
in Boistö was organised to find the 
direction the project should take.

■ The Loki pilot project, 
implemented by the John 
nurminen Foundation and four 
Finnish maritime museums, 
received funding from the Jane 
and Aatos erkko Foundation, 
and actual implementation 
began in spring 2015. The two-
year pilot project was later also 
financed by the Jenny and Antti 
Wihuri Foundation.

■ First pilot version of Loki 
released: presenting the 
maritime museums of Turku, 
Kotka, and maarianhamina, 
alongisde other marine targets. 

■ Project pre-studies and 
preparations continue at 
the Foundation. Plans 
included implementing the 
Kulttuuriretki Suomenlinna 
prototype service for the 
summer of 2014.

Phases of the Loki project

2012

2013–2014

2015

■ Together with its partners,  
the John nurminen Foundation 
Loki project team convened to 
consider the future of Loki,  
the field of cultural heritage,  
and new opportunities for 
cooperation. 

■ The Loki Café at the helsinki 
international Boat Show was the 
first time the service moored up 
to meet the general public. During 
the ten Boat Show days, the Loki 
Café stage hosted a total of 60 
presentations, ranging from a kids’ 
knot school to a day in the life of 
a marine archaeologist, and from 
recollections of a circumnavigation 
to the history of workers’ sailing 
clubs. most presentations were 
streamed live via Loki’s Facebook 
and Twitter pages. 
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Saline pulses won’t save the Baltic Sea

Getting salty, heavy, oxygen rich water via the danish 
Straits alleviates the oxygen deficit of bottom waters 
but at the same time strengthens the halocline. In the 
old days, the salt pulses – or Massive Baltic Inflows 
(MBI) – were more frequent. Until about 1980 there 
were from 5 to 7 MBIs per decade. The inflow of oxygen 
was frequent enough to prevent large areas of anoxic 
bottom areas from emerging.

after 1980, the rate of saline pulses has dropped 
to about one per decade. This is enough to keep the 
halocline strong but not enough to import sufficiently 
oxygen. after an MBI, there is oxygen for a while for 
microbes to dispose of their electron waste to. But this 
comes at the cost of following season’s oxygen supply 
as the halocline gets stronger. The internal loading 
increases and remains on a high level. 

Saline pulses that used to be a vital oxygen 
maintenance process into the Baltic Sea have come to 
remind of a child wetting himself when cold: helps at 
first but after a while things are even worse. We have 
every reason to be unhappy about the apparent change 
in the saline pulse pattern. But there’s nothing we can 
do about it.

how’s the Baltic Sea doing?
Antti Iho

Over The yearS, coastal countries have managed 
to decrease their nutrient load to the Baltic Sea. To be 
more specific, what’s been reduced significantly is the 
external load, meaning the load from city wastewaters 
and industry. In the Gulf of Finland alone, reducing loads 
from two major sources cut the annual phosphorus load 
to the Gulf of Finland as much as 75%.

Current phosphorus loads are at about the levels of 
the 1960s but water quality improvements lag behind 
the progress that has been achieved with protection 
measures.

The Baltic Sea has always had a feature making it 
prone to the occasional mass blooms of algae. It has a 
strong halocline, a layer with more saline and heavier 
water below and the lighter, less saline water above it. 
The vertical movements of water are almost blocked 
by this layer. It thus hinders the effective transport of 
oxygen-containing water to the bottom areas. 

at the bottom, oxygen would be needed, as the 
microbes decompose algae and want to breathe. If 
there’s no oxygen they shift to alternative elements and 
molecules willing to accept the extra electrons they’re 
left with, after their decomposing activities. This, after 
some elusive biogeochemical rounds, leads to release of 
phosphorus, a process also known as internal loading. 
May a layman remember from this: phosphorus is 
released in anoxic conditions.

The main basin 
of the Baltic Sea The Gulf of Finland

rich in 
phosphorus

Phosphorus load 
for instance from 
agriculture and 
settlement

Phosphorus is released 
into water in poor 
oxygen conditions

highly 
saline

Poor in 
oxygen

Stratifi cation blocks oxygen

near-bottom

from reaching the deep layer

current

Phosphorus is bound into the sediment

Source: Finnish environmental institute SyKe  
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The objective of the Foundation’s Clean Baltic 
Sea projects is to improve the condition of the 
Baltic Sea with concrete measures that reduce 
the nutrient load and environmental risks faced 
by the sea.. 

Projects in russia

equipment acquisitions and the installation and 
construction work for the phosphorus removal 
system of the Vyborg water utility in northwestern 
russia were completed in 2016. The second phase of 
the project, where the utility will receive biological 
treatment equipment that supports phosphorus 
removal and enables improved nitrogen removal, will be 
implemented in 2017. 

In a similar project in Gatchina, biological phos-
phorus removal supported by the John Nurminen 
Foundation will be completed at its earliest in 2017, 
simultaneously with a project supported by the Nordic 
environmental financing company NeFCO. Until then, 
improved phosphorus removal in Gatchina will be 
implemented with the chemical phosphorus removal 
equipment acquired in 2015 by the Foundation. With the 
completion of these projects, the annual phosphorus load 
entering the Gulf of Finland from Gatchina is reduced by 
30 tonnes, and that from vyborg by 20 tonnes. 

In May 2016, the Board of directors of the Founda-
tion approved a project proposal from the Kingisepp 
water utility for launching chemical phosphorus re-
moval at their treatment plant by the river Luga, close 
to the estonian border. In 2017, the Kingisepp project 
will apply for tax and customs exemptions, complete 
equipment acquisitions and construction works, and 
launch improved phosphorus removal. With more effi-
cient treatment, the annual phosphorus load of the Gulf 
of Finland can be reduced by 13 tonnes.

onGoinG CLeAn BALTiC SeA 
ProJeCTS

The Udarnik poultry farm on the Karelian Isthmus 
is one of the most environmentally high-risk animal 
farms in the Baltic Sea area. during the years, the 
manure pools of the poultry farm have filled to the brim, 
their walls are leaking, and eutrophication-inducing 
manure has flown to the environment. The project will 
reduce nutrient runoff from the manure pools by fitting 
them with filtering systems. approximately 10 to 20 
tonnes of phosphorus flow annually from the Udarnik 
farm to the nearby waterways.

In 2012, the Foundation initiated a joint project 
with the poultry farm for the purpose of reducing the 
nutrient load originating in the farm’s leaking manure 
pools, and ending up in the Baltic Sea. The Baltic Sea 
action Plan Trust Fund, financed by the states of 
Sweden and Finland, supports the project. In 2015, 
a treatment system was constructed at the poultry 
farm for treating surface runoff waters that contain 
phosphorus and originate in the fields used as the 
final disposal site for manure. The actual treatment 
system for runoff waters from the manure pools will be 
constructed in the poultry farm area in 2017. 

Vitebsk nutrient discharge pilot in Belarus

Nutrient loads from vitebsk in northern Belarus, close 
to the borders of russia and Latvia, end up in the Baltic 
Sea via the river daugava, which runs through Latvia. 
according to Belarusian legislation, the vitebsk water 
utility is not obliged to treat their wastewaters in line 
with heLCOM (Baltic Marine environment Protection 
Commission) recommendations (a maximum of 0.5 mg 
of phosphorus per a litre of wastewater leaving the 
plant), and the country’s economic situation does not 
allow discharge reductions that would go beyond what 
is required on the national level to be implemented 
without external support. 

So what can we do? 

We need to cut our nutrient loading even more. We 
should not get frustrated with the sluggishness of the sea 
and the occasional setbacks. We must keep delivering 
the current abatement measures and be innovative but 
risk averse in developing new ones.

1) Let’s keep the major point sources under control
We need to carry on the good work we already do. Point 
sources need continuous efforts to maintain the high 
level of abatement: new cohorts of engineers must be 
educated, motivated and recruited; abatement capital 
maintained and reinvested. We need to keep paying for 
the high abatement levels every day. remember this 
when you cast your vote the next time. Point source 
nutrient management is a matter of political will.

2) Let’s act across the catchment area, even if the price 
for a reduced phosphorus tonne gets higher
We need to bring all point sources on a par with the best 
ones, whether they are located in the coastal countries 
or in, for instance, Belarus. Cooperate, invest, regardless 
and across country borders. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if the lowest hanging fruits were already picked by 
modernizing the point source abatement in the eastern 
Gulf of Finland – if this is the case, we need to move on 
to the second lowest ones, requiring a bit more effort 
and yielding a bit less of improvements.

3) Let’s find new ways to reduce the amount of 
seabased nutrients
We need to see if there’s something to be done with the 
existing stock of nutrients, either in the water body or in 
the sediments. Can fisheries targeting currently un(der)
harvested species provide inexpensive and sustainable 
nutrient removal? are there ways to bind phosphorus 
to sediments by means of artificial oxygenation, or by 

massive additions of some other natural substances like 
marl or simply clay particles? While being innovative, 
we need to be careful. Conducting large-scale 
experiments is expensive and difficult, but necessary to 
safeguard us from the unintended consequences of our 
benevolent conservation actions.

4) Let’s identify smart and scientifically sound 
measures to cut the load from agriculture 
even an incremental decrease or increase in per hectare 
nutrient loading from food production translates 
into big total changes at the Baltic Sea level. as it is 
the biggest anthropogenic source, we must keep on 
addressing nutrient loading from agriculture. But here, 
too, we need to be careful. a decrease in, say, nitrogen 
loading must not occur at the expense of increasing 
phosphorus loading or vice versa. The desire and need 
to reach further abatement must be kept in check by 
realism and scientific scrutiny.

Finally, a word of warning about algal blooms in 
summer of 2017

The Baltic Sea did pee on itself in 2014 and 2015. after 
a chain of unlucky events, this will be felt in the pants 
of Gulf of Finland. The phosphate concentration in the 
surface water is very high, likely to result in massive 
algal blooms in the summer 2017. Maybe we should 
hope for a cold and stormy summer?

Antti Iho is Principal Research Scientist at  
Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke)
Modified from Antti Iho’s blog, published on  
March 31, 2017.
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in 2005–2016, the Foundation has launched a total of 25 projects, of which 
17 have been completed. in only ten years, we have been able to reduce the 
phosphorus load that can be used by algae by up to 75% with two efficient 
measures implemented in russia: treating the wastewaters of St. Petersburg 
more efficiently, and steering the discharges from the fertilizer factory on the 
Luga river to treatment plants. The enSi service, which reduces the risk of 
oil spill accidents, was developed in the Foundation-led Tanker Safety project 
in 2009–2014. in 2014, the further development of the service became the 
responsibility of the Finnish Transport Agency.

In order to reduce discharges, the City of helsinki, 
the helsinki region environmental Services authority 
hSy, and the John Nurminen Foundation support the 
acquisition of phosphorus removal chemicals for the 
Vitebsk wastewater treatment plant so that the plant 
can reach the phosphorus levels recommended by 
heLCOM in the wastewaters treated there. at the same 
time, neutralizing phosphorus discharges amongst the 
cities of the Baltic Sea area will be piloted. Improved 
phosphorus removal was launched at the treatment 
plant in November 2016, and it will continue throughout 
2017. The Foundation monitors the implementation of 
the project in vitebsk, and follows up, amongst other 
things, developments in phosphorus discharges and 
payments related to the project.

Biogas plant in Lviv, ukraine

The project will construct improved phosphorus 
removal for the wastewaters of the biogas plant that 
will be completed in Lviv, Ukraine, in the near future. 
The city is located in the catchment area of the Baltic 
Sea, and the project will ensure that the phosphorus 
in the sludge that is used as a raw material in biogas 
production will not end up fuelling the eutrophication 
of the Baltic Sea. With efficient phosphorus removal, 
we can prevent an annual phosphorus discharge of 
110 tonnes to the waterways. as the construction 
of the biogas plant is only just beginning, no project 
investments will be made in 2017. Together with the 

Lviv water utility, the Foundation will draw up a plan 
and a schedule for the project in spring 2017.

BeST project

In many areas by the Baltic Sea, treating industrial 
wastewaters continues to be a major problem. 

Industrial wastewaters are directed to municipal 
treatment plants, which are not able to treat the 
waters with sufficient efficiency. The BEST project 
(Better efficiency for Sewage Treatment) improves 
the efficiency of industrial and municipal wastewater 
treatment in the entire area of the Baltic Sea. 
Improvements will be achieved by developing the 
cooperation between industries, authorities, and 
water utilities, and by making concrete investments at 
treatment plants. BeST is a flagship project of the eU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea region. The City of helsinki 
environment Centre is the Foundation’s main Finnish 
partner in the preparation of the project. Together with 
the City of helsinki, the Foundation has applied for 
project funding from the second round of the eU Baltic 
Sea region Programme 2014

new projects

The Foundation is continuously surveying new me-
asures that would reduce discharges and the risk of 
discharges. The Foundation’s goal is to implement the 
most important and cost-efficient measures for the pro-
tection of the Baltic Sea.

In 2016, a new prestudy project was launched, 
covering the nutrient discharges of biogas production 
in the entire catchment area of the Baltic Sea. The 
prestudy will be finalized in the autumn of 2017. Based 
on its results, a possible continuation project for 
reducing the discharge risks of biogas production will 
be planned for the entire Baltic Sea region.

In addition to reducing discharges that originate on 
land, we will, in order to reduce eutrophication in the 
Baltic Sea, also monitor opportunities for removing the 
nutrient load that is already in the sea.

The main focus of our environmental work in 2016 
will continue to be on the most severe environmental 
problem of the Baltic Sea, i.e. eutrophication, but at 
the same time we will monitor, amongst other issues, 
discharges of harmful substances in the Baltic Sea 
region, and assess the opportunities the Foundation has 
for influencing these issues in the future. 

Aeration basin at the Vitebsk wastewater treatment plant.
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Calculate your Baltic Sea footprint at 
www.johnnnurmisensaatio.fi/itamerilaskuri

The John nurminen Foundation 
developed the calculator further, 
creating a game called Splash for 
schoolchildren. Concept picture. 

The Baltic Sea calculator, launched in 
helsingin Sanomat on 3 February 2017, 
sparked a lively debate. Consumer 
reception was by and large enthusiastic, 
and the calculator was shared rapidly in 
social media. Critical voices were also 
heard, as the calculator was seen to put 
blame on farmers, for example. 

‘The calculator is designed to be a first 
step and a helpful tool, not a device 
assigning blame. Dairy products and beef 
will certainly continue to be a part of the 
diet of the Finns, and for various good 
reasons. The calculator gives consumers 
a tool with which they can estimate 
what quantities of these products are 
reasonable and fit their needs’, professor 
Jyri Seppälä (in charge of Baltic Sea 
calculator development at the Finnish 
environment institute) and merja Saarinen 
(researcher, person in charge of the 
calculator at natural resources institute 
Finland) explain in an article published 9 
February 2017 in helsingin Sanomat. 

The new Baltic Sea calculator reveals how 
nutrient discharges to the Baltic Sea are caused 
by consumer behaviour

The Finnish environment Institute and the Natural 
resources Institute Finland have developed a Baltic 
Sea calculator with which consumers can find out 
how their lifestyle affects the discharge load of the 
Baltic Sea. according to the calculator, food production 
is the source of approximately 60% of the Baltic Sea 
footprint of an average Finn. The share of wastewaters 
– approximately a quarter – is also significant. The 
easiest way to reduce this load is to increase the share 
of domestic wild fish and vegetarian dishes in your diet. 
The Baltic Sea calculator is based on the latest statistics, 
models, and research results, and is continuously 
developed further. 

Efficiency of wastewater treatment at the place 
you live in affects results

The consumer’s home town has an impact on the load, 
since the efficiency of wastewater treatment at different 
municipalities varies greatly. The efficiency of treating 
nitrogen, in particular, differs significantly, from a few 

percentage points up to 90%. In helsinki, for example, 
thanks to the city’s efficient treatment practices, 
wastewater discharges account for less than 10% of the 
load generated by a consumer. 

horseback riding and trotting increase  
Baltic Sea footprints

Cottage holidays, horseback riding, trotting, golf, and 
boating are leisure activities that the calculator takes 
into account. horseback riding and trotting, in particu-
lar, have a clear impact on a consumer’s Baltic Sea foot-
print. This is due to the large cultivated area needed to 
produce nutrition for a large animal, and the fact that the 
load created by horses is linked to relatively few people. 

Extensive cooperation behind the calculator

The Finnish environment Institute (SyKe) and the 
Natural resources Institute Finland (Luke) are the 
stakeholders responsible for calculator implementation. 
Funding for the project has been provided also by the 
Ministry of agriculture and Forestry, Ministry of the 
environment, the John Nurminen Foundation, and 
helsingin Sanomat. 

Source: Syke
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Phosphorus and nitrogen, the nutrients 
responsible for most of the eutrophication 
in the Baltic Sea, are considered in the 
calculator, alongside the most important 
factors that contribute to or neutralise 
the nutrient load. nutrient load is caused 
by food production, wastewaters from 
municipalities and scattered dwellings, 
wastewater generated at holiday homes, 
energy consumption, mobility, and other 
consumption. Catching and consuming 
wild fish neutralise the impacts of nutrient 
pollution. K
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The objective of the NutriTrade project is 
to launch voluntary nutrient trading in the 
entire area of the Baltic Sea. The project will 
create an Internet-based platform that can be 
used to channel financing to efficient nutrient 
removal, first in Finland and Sweden, and later 
in the entire catchment area. Financing for the 
measures that reduce nutrient discharges is 
sought from public sources, private individuals, 
and companies who wish to protect the Baltic 
Sea, or seek to offset their nutrient footprint 
(see Baltic Sea calculator, page 28). 

NutriTrade encourages the public and 
various organisations to make estimates of 
their nutrient discharges, implement discharge 
reductions, and offset the remaining discharges 
by funding a discharge reduction project. In 
the future, the platform that is now under 
development will provide a tool for finding a 
suitable discharge reduction project.

The first to catch on to the idea of offsetting 
nutrient discharges were the City of helsinki 
environment Centre and the helsinki region 
environmental Services authority hSy. after 

nutriTrade brings 
money and methods together

The nutriTrade project will create 
an online platform where all Baltic 
Sea stakeholders can introduce 
their methods for reducing nutrient 
discharges in a measurable way. using 
the platform, the general public and 
organisations can support the methods 
of their choice. moreover, the project 
will test new measures to curb nutrient 
discharges.

www.nutritradebaltic.eu 

their decision to support the project, helsinki 
will become the Baltic Sea’s first phosphorus 
neutral city in terms of its communal 
wastewaters. In a joint project of the City of 
helsinki and the John Nurminen Foundation, 
helsinki offsets the phosphorus footprint of 
the viikinmäki treatment plant by funding the 
treatment of wastewaters in vitebsk, Belarus.

The platform is called Nutribute, combining 
nutrients and contribution. The platform will 
go online in 2017 at nutribute.net. at the same 
time, we will continue the process that aims 
at developing steering methods for waterway 
protection. 

In 2017, pilot projects will implement 
measures that reduce nutrient runoff and 
promote the removal of nutrients from the 
Baltic Sea. Participants for the fish and mussel 
pilots are being recruited, while the gypsum 
treatment pilot will focus on monitoring results 
(including e.g. the quality of runoff waters, 
ground waters, the status of cultivated soil, and 
research related to toxicity tests). The project 
will actively communicate its progress to 
stakeholder groups in meetings, events, social 
media, and newsletters. 

NutriTrade is a three-year eU project 
(2015–2018). Its main funder is the Interreg 
Central Baltic programme, and the project is 
implemented by three Finnish and two Swedish 
expert organisations. The John Nurminen 
Foundation leads the project, and project 
partners include the University of helsinki, the 
Natural resources Institute Finland, and the 
Swedish University of agricultural Sciences 
and anthesis enveco from Sweden. 

More information at 
nutritradebaltic.eu

Anna Saarentaus, 
Project manager, nutriTrade
anna.saarentaus@jnfoundation.fi
Tel. +358 (0)40 719 0208
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The NutriTrade project will create a platform that 
channels financing to efficient nutrient removal in 
the Baltic Sea catchment area.

Implementers of nutrient-reducing projects can 
draw up descriptions of their project ideas, and 
disseminate information on their campaign to 
potential supporters. 

Volunteer financiers can search for interesting 
projects, and take part in their funding. 

using the platform, you can propose measures 
that reduce nutrient runoffs and remove nutrients 
from the Baltic Sea.

reSuLTS

•  Concrete discharge reductions
•  Mechanism for offsetting nutrient 

discharges, and a financing channel for 
projects that reduce nutrient discharges

•  Analysis of the possibilities of nutrient 
trading as a water protection measure
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‘Could we find 100,000 other people 
willing to pay for a brighter Vantaa river?’

I, for example, would very much prefer a vantaa 
river that was not so murky. The river does seem 
healthy enough: in the autumn, trout bounce about in 
streams, exactly like they do in nature documentaries. 
But I want to see the bottom, and I want the surface 
to be blue, not brown. What if there were a hundred 
thousand others who would be willing to pay for a 
brighter vantaa river? People who feel that a school 
teacher from veikkola should not need to pay for 
cheering us up?

Crowdfundingthingy connects demand and 
supply

What would you say if there were a locally 
configurable environmental crowdfundingthingy? 
With the virtual thingy, someone who farms close 
to the vantaa river could offer to do a deed that is 
not within the scope of agricultural environmental 
subsidies – such as, for example, spreading gypsum 
to the soil in location X – if he is paid one thousand 
euros. elsewhere, a researcher walking his/her 
dog could go to the same site and announce s/he is 
ready to invest €100 in the gypsum effort in location 
X. Thus, supply and demand are created. Nine dog 
walkers more at location X, each with a hundred 
euros to pitch in, and the two would meet, resulting 
in gypsum spread swiftly on the field.

Gypsum treatment of fields had the 
potential to be a new and important 
way to reduce phosphorus discharges 
from agriculture to the Baltic Sea. For 
farmers, it is easy to spread gypsum, 
and the impact of the procedure is 
fast and efficient. Gypsum improves 
the ionic strength of cultivated fields, 
thus reducing erosion and phosphorus 
runoff to waterways. According to 
preliminary results, gypsum treatment 
can reduce particulate phosphorus 
discharges from cultivated fields by 
up to 60%, but does not require any 
changes in farming practices, reduce 
the cultivated area, or weaken crops. 

Can such a thingy be created? Is there demand 
for it, when could it be used, and how could it be 
implemented? What could it offer for environmental 
protection that goes beyond what is the norm? Who 
could answer these questions?

environmental Tinder?

In fact we, i.e. the John Nurminen Foundation, 
the Natural resources Institute Finland, the 
University of helsinki, and the Swedish University of 
agricultural Sciences, are trying. For years now, the 
John Nurminen Foundation has acted as a catalyst 
for and partially funded massive water protection 
projects in russia. Finnish volunteers, dog walkers 
and others, have financed these operations. Their 
success in the coordination of voluntary funding 
and operations makes me ask: can such activities 
be mainstreamed, and their geographical and 
operational coverage diversified?

Financed by the CentralBaltic programme, this 
is the question we are determined to find an answer 
to. There is a lot going on in the project, but at the 
core of it all is a mechanism, a thingy, that could pair 
off private willingness to protect, and the readiness 
of various stakeholders to take on actions that 
reduce discharges. environmental Tinder? What 
will become of us?

Excerpt from Antti Iho’s blog (1st February 2016) 

environmental Tinder

Why gypsum?
Large-scale testing of treating farmed fields 
with gypsum is currently underway within 
the NutriTrade and Save projects. In autumn 
2016, gypsum was spread over more than 1,500 
hectares in the Lieto and Paimio area, working 
in cooperation with farmers. The impact of 
gypsum on waterways will be monitored, and 
based on the results, a plan for using gypsum 
on the coastal areas of Southern Finland will 
be drawn up, as well as a proposal for including 
the practice in agricultural subsidy systems. 

The project NutriTrade is financed by the 
Interreg Central Baltic programme, and Save 
is part of Finnish government’s key project on 
circular economy, financed by the Ministry of 
the environment. 

Source: homepage of the SAVe project 
http://blogs.helsinki.fi/save-kipsihanke
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Local Fishing Project

The objective of the Local Fishing Project is to 
recycle a significant amount of nutrients from 
sea to land by fishing that targets cyprinid fish 
and, at the same time, helps underused domestic 
fish find their way to the plates of the Finns.

From pilot to a permanent place in the 
food chain

The project seeks to create a permanent 
foodstuff chain as well as demand for cyprinid 
fish products from both institutional kitchens 
and consumers. The project is estimated to last 
3-5 years, and it will be implemented in two 

reCyCLe nuTrienTS AnD BrinG  
CyPriniD FiSh To The Dinner TABLe

• Through the fishing cyprinid fish, the project recycles a significant amount 
of nutrients from sea to land and for practical utilization onshore.

• The project promotes the use of domestic, underused cyprinid fish by the 
food industry in Finland.

hAnKKeen ToTeuTuS

• Contracted fishermen are selected through an annual open call

• The production chain consists of committed partners.

• Duration approx. 5 years, operations expanded gradually from the Turku 
region to other parts of Finland.

oPerATionAL PrinCiPLeS

• Requirements based on fish stock management ensure the ecological 
and social sustainability of the project.

• All operations are open and transparent.

LoCAL FiShinG 
ProJeCT

phases. In 2015–2016, during the pilot phase, 
a functioning production chain was built in 
cooperation with stakeholders from the Turku 
region. 

In the second phase of the project, more 
municipalities of the coastal region are invited 
to join the project so that a steady demand 
for the fish products could be ensured from 
the outset, responding to the needs of, for 
example, institutional kitchens providing daily 
food services. Moreover, local fish product 
production and marketing are expanded, 
products are offered also for the consumer 
market, and companies from the grocery 
and retail fields who are prepared to commit 
to the productisation and marketing of the 
products are brought in. Created raw material 
side streams, such as fish trimmings, are to 
be utilised in the foodstuff chain (for example 
as fish feed, so-called Baltic Sea feed) or, 
alternatively, in energy production.

Fish stock management is closely 
monitored

all stakeholders who participate in the project 
commit to the principles of sustainable 
fish stock management. The fishing targets 
underused cyprinid fish, and endangered species 
and predatory fish must be freed from traps. 
Traps must also be placed so that the ascents 
of migratory fish are not endangered. Project 
operations are as transparent as possible: fish 
catches are monitored, and the progress of the 
project is communicated regularly.

Did you know that eating fish that is 
fished sustainably from the Baltic 
Sea is a smart and tasty way to 
protect the sea we love? Domestic 
cyprinid fish is delicious and good 
for you, and there is plenty of it in 
the sea. The appreciation of cyprinid 
fish is growing fast, and we already 
know how to prepare many kinds of 
delicious dishes from roach. Could 
the Finns get reaccustomed to 
eating domestic bream, which in the 
olden days was a very highly valued 
delicacy? Demand and supply go 
hand in hand, and the power of 
the consumer is great. This is why 
everyone’s choices count.
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Sea. With the rising appreciation for cyprinid fish, the 
profitability of professional fishing can also increase. 
Without fishermen, the supply of domestic fish to 
consumers will not grow! Moreover, the project will 
support local primary production of foodstuffs through 
employment, income and increased investment.

Joining the effort to create a sustainable food 
system

SITra’s publication “Finnish road map to a circular 
economy” highlights best practices and pilots that are 
easy to duplicate, and provide added value on a national 
level. The Foundation’s Local Fishing Project has been 
selected as one of the pilot projects of the sustainable 
food systems focus area.

eu pilot project

The Local Fishing Project is one of the pilots of the 
NutriTrade project (NutriTrade – Piloting a Nutrient 
Trading Scheme in the Central Baltic), which is partly 
funded by the eU Interreg Central Baltic programme 
(2015–2018). The NutriTrade project creates a 
system for providing and financing voluntary nutrient 
reduction measures in the Baltic Sea area. NutriTrade 
is a flagship project of the eU Strategy for the Baltic Sea 
region, and it is led by the John Nurminen Foundation.

The sea can be cleaned with fishing

The cyprinid fish stocks of the Finnish coastline have 
grown, most likely partly due to the eutrophication of 
the waterways. Cyprinid fish compete for nutrition and 
living space with other, more financially important fish 
species. The efficient fishing of cyprinid fish can improve 
fish growth, and also give more room for predatory fish, 
thus balancing out the structure of the fish stock. It 
has also been estimated that in total, approximately 
600 tonnes of eutrophicating phosphorus is annually 
recycled from the Finnish waterways to land by fishing.

reduce your baltic sea footprint with sustainably 
fished fish

Food production is one of the major sources of the 
nutrient load in the Baltic Sea and the archipelago Sea. 
The project will increase the consumers’ awareness of 
the connection between food production and waterway 
protection, and improve the image of domestic fish 
as a food product. Introducing locally produced fish 
to the offerings of industrial kitchens, such as school 
canteens, is also an ethical and ecological alternative to 
factory-farmed meat or imported fish. 

Fishing is part of our cultural heritage!

Coastal fishing is a traditional livelihood and, as such, an 
important part of the vibrant culture of the archipelago 

The Pirkka archipelago fish patties 
are manufactured at the Apetit 
factories in Säkylä. each package 
contains two breaded bream 
patties that you can heat up on 
a frying pan, in the oven, or in a 
microwave. The frozen product 
became available in shops in early 
April 2017. 

Fish used in the product is fished 
from the Archipelago Sea and Gulf 
of Bothnia. up until now, bream 
has not been used this extensively 
in consumer products: instead, it 
has ended up as an ingredient of 
animal feed, for example.
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The Baltic Sea Philharmonic fires up the 
audience in the Clean Baltic Sea concert

ON 19 aPrIL 2016, the Foundation organised a 
benefit concert at the helsinki Music Centre, with the 
international youth orchestra Baltic Sea Philharmonic 
performing with their conductor, Kristjan Järvi. 
The concert was part of the orchestra’s Baltic Sea 
Landscapes tour, which took them, in addition to 
Finland, to Lithuania, estonia, and russia. The young 
musicians of the Baltic Sea Philharmonic come from 
the various countries of the Baltic Sea area, and they 
have been selected to join the orchestra after auditions. 
The intention here is to bring people from different 
cultures together with music.

during the first half of the concert, we heard the 
Karelia Suite by Jean Sibelius, and Sergei Prokofiev’s 
Piano Concerto No. 3. after an intermission, the 
audience was delighted by the more modern works by 
arvo Pärt and Gediminas Gelgotas, and the Firebird by 
Igor Stravinsky. encores became the highlight of the 
concert, and during the last of them, the Song of Praise 
from Sibelius’ Swanwhite series, the audience, spurred 
on by the conductor, began clapping their hands and 
dancing.

alexander Toradze (front left), the soloist of the concert, 
is renowned for his magnificent Sergei Prokofiev 
interpretations, and he did indeed perform Prokofiev’s 
Piano Concerto No. 3 at the concert. Toradze, who hails from 
Georgia, is a professor of piano at the indiana university 
South Bend. Kristjan Järvi (front right), the Estonian-
born conductor, is a founding member of the Baltic Sea 
Philharmonic, and its musical director. To close off the 
concert, Järvi made an emotional speech on the significance 
of the Baltic Sea, and the necessity of protective actions.

The Foundation invited more than 
500 young Baltic Sea benefactors to 
the concert: they had, in their jobs and 
projects, worked for the benefit of the 
sea. The invitations were an expression of 
the appreciation we have for their active 
participation in Baltic Sea protection. The 
Foundation’s Secretary General, Annamari 
Arrakoski-Engardt, mentioned the youthful 
audience in her opening speech: ‘My 
thanks go to all you young people who 
have used your voice, and done your 
share in various projects and undertakings 
for the benefit of the Baltic Sea. It is 
wonderful to have you join us this day.’

Kimmo Tiilikainen, minister of Agriculture 
and the environment, was the patron of 
the concert. Before the actual concert 
programme, the concert’s host Baba 
lybeck interviewed the minister about his 
memories of the Baltic Sea. 

The Clean Baltic Sea concert 
was the first time the Baltic Sea 
philharmonics performed at the 
helsinki music Centre. To build 
up a unique and comprehensive 
concert experience, photographs of 
the Baltic Sea by petri porkola and 
Jukka Nurminen were continuously 
displayed during the musical 
performances on the large screens of 
the concert hall

The Baltic Sea was also wonderfully 
present in the photography exhibition 
at the Music Centre foyer. The exhibition 
featured the 30 best pictures from the 
my Baltic Sea photography competition, 
organised by the Foundation and rajala 
Pro Shop. The competition highlighted 
the participants’ personal relationship with 
the Baltic Sea and its surrounding nature. 
At the end of the intermission, aleksi 
hämäläinen’s amazing photo When the 
ice breaks, which depicts the last remnants 
of ice on the eastern Gulf of Finland, was 
declared the winner of the competition. 

The purpose of the concert was to highlight the 
status of the Baltic Sea, and also to raise funds for the 
Clean Baltic Sea projects. In addition to normal ticket 
sales, companies were offered the opportunity to 
sponsor the participation of young Baltic Sea heroes 
who had been invited to the concert. rajala Pro Shop’s 
support made it possible to organise a photography 
competition, and Baba Lybeck hosted the concert 
pro bono. even though the fundraising targets of the 
concert were not reached, the event, with more than 
1,500 people in the audience at the great auditorium of 
the Music Centre, created wonderful visibility for the 
Baltic Sea and those who work for the sea. 



Greta Maria LindbLoMs stifteLse

Bergsrådinnan 
sophie von Julins 
stiftelse
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Clean Baltic Sea partners 2016–2017

Fundraising makes implementing the Foundation’s 
Clean Baltic Sea projects possible. Contributions 
are also seeked to help support our culture projects. 
The Clean Baltic Sea projects are financed with 
donations from private individuals and corporations, 
through corporate cooperation (for example sales of 
merchandise), and with public funding. In 2016, the 
projects received an exceptionally large amount of 
anniversary donations. Funds for cultural operations 
have been raised with product sales, licence income, 
and project grants.

metso becomes a Clean Baltic Sea project 
supporter

In February 2017, Metso concluded a sponsorship 
agreement with WWF Finland and the John Nurminen 
Foundation. Metso’s support to WWF Finland will be 
used to protect the Saimaa ringed seal, while support 
to the John Nurminen Foundation goes to projects that 
improve the status of the Baltic Sea.

‘The targets we decided to sponsor are by nature 
specifically Finnish, but they also have global relevance. 
The Saimaa ringed seal is a highly endangered species, 
found only in Finland. The future of the species is 
threatened by climate change, for example, the effects 
of which are visible in various ways around the world. 
also, the work the John Nurminen Foundation 
performs in order to improve the status of the Baltic 
Sea has significance also on a wider scale. Clean water 
is a critical factor for the future of mankind, and for all 
living creatures’, Kaisa Jungman, head of Sustainability, 
explains Metso’s support decisions.

Lapuan Kankurit

The linen and wool weaving mill Lapuan Kankurit 
has also begun a cooperation with the John Nurminen 
Foundation. The Foundation’s Clean Baltic Sea projects 
advance the protection of the joint, unique marine 
environment, so a cooperation is a natural part of the 
activities of a responsible, design weaving mill using 
natural materials.

Fundraising at 
the Foundation 

The Save a piece of the Baltic Sea donation platform, 
launched in early 2015, was revamped in 2016 with 
good results. The renewed site was published in early 
September, and the launch was supported by radio 
and banner ads, made available pro bono via Sanoma 
media channels. using the donation platform, donors 
can virtually clean a piece of the Baltic Sea by making 
a donation of at least €10. The donations can be seen 
on a map of the Baltic Sea, and you can add text as 
well as a picture to the map. Last year, a total of 645 
donations were made using the platform, raising more 
than €35,000. 

The new lapuan Kankurit Aallonmurtaja 
(breakwater) collection is designed by Reeta Eki. 
The nautical series designed in shades of blue 
includes a linen towel, a hand towel, a bag, as well as 
a sauna seat cover and pillow. The products include 
the Clean Baltic Sea – Woven in Finland 2017 logo, 
and Lapuan kankurit donates a fixed sum to John 
nurminen Foundation’s Clean Baltic Sea projects for 
each delivered product. 
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The Clean Baltic Sea Club 

The CLeaN BaLTIC Sea CLUB, organised in the 
marine surroundings of Klippan, once again brought 
together the supporters and partners of the John 
Nurminen Foundation, joining in with other stakeholders 
in inspiring discussions. This year, the Club was hosted by 
Stora enso, one of the Foundation’s supporters.

The theme of the event was food and packaging, and 
how consumers can help the Baltic Sea with their choices. 
The progress of the Clean Baltic Sea projects and the 
status of the archipelago Sea were also discussed at the 
event. Speakers at the event included Kimmo Tiilikainen, 
Minister of agriculture and the environment, Seppo 
Parvi, Country Manager Finland, Stora enso, Johanna 
Mäkelä, Professor of Food Culture at the University of 
helsinki, and Seppo Knuuttila, Senior research Scientist 
at the Finnish environment Institute. a panel with 
audience participation closed the event, discussing what 
opportunities consumers have for making a difference. 
Consumer actions that have the greatest impact on 
the Baltic Sea include food choices, avoiding harmful 
chemicals in everyday consumer goods, and reducing 
carbon dioxide emissions. eating sustainably fished fish 
from the Baltic Sea and cutting down on meat are easy 
ways to improve the status of the Baltic Sea.

The first speaker of the day spoke already on 
our way to Klippan, when Seppo Knuuttila, 
Special researcher at the Finnish environment 
Institute (SYkE), presented an overview on the 
status of the Baltic Sea. According to Knuuttila, 
eutrophication may well be the greatest of 
the problems faced by the Baltic Sea, but it 
is a problem that can be beat if we all work 
together. in Knuuttila’s view, the recently 
launched pilot on gypsum application to fields 
is the most promising individual measure 
aiming at protecting the Baltic Sea.  
With Annamari Arrakoski-Engardt, Secretary 
General of the John nurminen Foundation.

in his speech, Seppo parvi, 
Country manager Finland for Stora 
enso, thanked the projects of 
the John nurminen Foundation. 
According to Parvi, the concrete 
measures and results brought 
about by the Foundation’s projects 
where a key reason behind Stora 
enso’s decision to support the 
Foundation. 

in his speech, Kimmo Tiilikainen, 
minister of Agriculture and the 
Environment, expressed his appreciation 
of the determined and cost-efficient 
effort of the various stakeholders 
working for the Baltic Sea. moreover, 
the minister told us of the new natura 
hearing that had been opened for 
marine areas just one day earlier.

Johanna Mäkelä, Professor of Food 
Culture at the university of helsinki, 
lectured on the topic ‘can your food 
choices save the Baltic Sea’, and 
pointed out that consumers can 
impact the status of our waterways 
by reducing food waste, for example. 
mäkelä also commented that 
although consumer choices make a 
difference, governments and society 
in general also need to promote a 
sustainable food culture.

Marjukka porvari, director of the 
Clean Baltic Sea projects, closed the 
event by hosting a panel discussion 
with audience participation on the 
topic of how consumers can make 
a difference. The panel discussion 
featured tips on how to protect the 
Baltic Sea from Seppo Knuuttila of 
the Finnish environment institute, 
Jari latvanen, who heads Stora enso’s 
Consumer Board and Packaging 
Solutions, Satu lähteenoja, head of 
resource Smart economy at Demos 
helsinki, and Tommi laiho, Ceo of 
advertising agency Folk Finland. 
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Funding the operations 
of the Foundation

Financing and expenses of the Foundation’s 
cultural operations 

Our marine culture operations are financed with profits 
from book sales, merchandise sales, grants, donations, 
and profits from the Foundation’s capital portfolio. 
In 2016, deficit for marine culture operations was 
–€120,947 (-€151,118 in 2015). Grants were received 
solely for the Loki cultural heritage project, totalling 
€200,757 (€122,760 in 2015). The expenses of the Loki 
project were €202,113 in 2016 (€122,760 in 2015).

external financing for the cultural heritage project 
Loki in 2016 was covered by grants applied for in the 
previous year: in March 2015, Loki was granted a total 
of €194,000 by the Jane and aatos erkko Foundation. 
This grant was divided between the years 2015 and 
2016. In October 2015, the Jenny and antti Wihuri 
Foundation granted the Loki pilot additional funding 
in the sum of €60,000, which was also divided between 
the years 2015 and 2016. during 2016, Loki’s further 
funding was ensured when the Jenny and antti Wihuri 
Foundation awarded Loki a €60,000 grant, and the 
Weisell Foundation a grant of €50,000 for the further 
development of the service.

Profit from the Foundation’s book sales was 
€121,745 in 2016 (€207,004 in 2015), while expenses 
amounted to €191,251 (€379,398 in 2015). Book sale 

expenses consist of personnel expenses, and the 
production costs of books. Profits from book sales were 
29% below the previous year. The difference is due to 
the higher selling price of a major publication published 
in 2015. 

In 2016, the expenses of the Foundation’s marine 
culture operations were €458,308 (€547,084 in 2015). 
The majority of the expenses consisted of Other 
expenses, in the amount of €263,018 (€360,864 in 
2015), comprising e.g. book production costs and the 
expenses of the Loki project.

Financing and expenses of the Clean Baltic Sea 
projects

The Foundation finances the Clean Baltic Sea 
projects with donations from private individuals and 
corporations, through corporate cooperation (for 
example sales of merchandise), and with received 
public funding. donations to Baltic Sea protection 
are used solely by the Foundation’s Clean Baltic Sea 
projects. 

The funds received by the Foundation’s Clean Baltic 
Sea projects amounted to €1,141,577 (€1,164,607 in 
2015), of which corporations accounted for €605,575 
(€782,271 in 2015), and private donations for €227,950 
(€129,156 in 2015), totalling €833,525 (€911,426 

‘Overcoming prejudice. 
Understanding the past 

and its meanings.  
The SKAM TV series.’

Anna herlin

‘Crossing borders.  
The absurd and 

surprising turns that 
life takes. Camping out 

all through the year.’
marjukka Porvari ‘Finding kindred 

spirits in different 
organisations and 

countries. Spending  
an entire day in nature.’

Anna Saarentaus

‘Promoting the common 
good. Finding adventure 

around the world. Drawing 
and being immersed  

in reading.’
oona Lavonsalo

‘The versatility of 
projects. History and 

maps. All things 
aesthetic.’

maria Grönroos

‘The lives of people – 
particularly that which is  
not immediately visible. 

Tinkering with jewellery and 
restoration painting.’

minna Korpela

‘Developing services and 
understanding customers. 

Heavy metal music  
and porter beers.’

Anni Kujala
‘Writing and speaking, 

especially when you reach 
the flow state. England in 

the 16th century; pesäpallo, 
i.e. Finnish baseball.’

Tuula Putkinen

‘Growth and development. 
Courage. Literature.’

Annamari 
Arrakoski-Engardt

PASSion For The BALTiC SeA 
– AnD SomeThinG ToTALLy 
DiFFerenT

The personnel of the John 
nurminen Foundation have great 
passion for saving the Baltic Sea.  
in addition to having a job that 
really makes a difference, they 
have many other sources  
of passion. 
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in 2015). In 2016, public funding received by the 
Foundation amounted to €217,710 (€104,220 in 2015), 
which includes e.g. the €8,000 grant for environmental 
education awarded by the Ministry of the environment, 
and support for the Tanker Safety project in the amount 
of €70,000 from the Oil Pollution Compensation Fund, 
in line with the preliminary decision made in 2014. The 
Tanker Safety project ended in 2015, when the eNSI 
navigation service, created in the project, was donated 
to the Finnish Transport agency for use and further 
development.

In 2016, the expenses of the Clean Baltic Sea 
projects were €1,206,780 (€928,670 in 2015). Project 
expenses include salaries of the Foundation’s own 
experts, travel expenses, expert services and project 
investments. 

In 2016, the share of project expenses and 
communications was €709,802 (€547,951 in 2015), and 
that of general expenses was €176,617 (€202,095 in 
2015), with €320,361 used for fundraising (€178,623 in 
2015). In 2016, the Foundation increased its fundraising 
efforts, which is evident in the higher costs. The largest 
individual expense amounts were related to organising 
the Clean Baltic Sea Concert at the helsinki Music 
Centre, renewing the ‘Save a Piece’ donation platform, 
and planning and producing campaigns in cooperation 
with Sanoma head Office. 

Funds available for the protection of the Baltic 
Sea

In 2005–2016, funds for the protection of the Baltic Sea 
were accrued in the Clean Sea Fund, which is handled 
separately in the Foundation’s accounts. The Fund is 
used to finance the projects that have been launched 
between 2005 and 2016. In 2016, the Foundation 
began accruing funds to the Clean Baltic Sea project 
fundraising account, from which funds donated to 
Baltic Sea protection will continue to be used by the 
Clean Baltic Sea projects. See also change to the bylaws 
of the Clean Sea fund (page 47).

On 31 december 2016, the capital of the Clean Sea 
Fund was €2,886,136 (€2,862,788 in 2015). The capital 
of the Clean Sea Fund consists of the Clean Sea Fund’s 
asset management portfolio (€1,902,046), donations 

received in 2016 by the Clean Baltic Sea projects 
(€833,524), and the unrealised increase in value of the 
asset management portfolio (€86,952).

Capital and asset management of the Foundation 
in 2016

The Foundation’s asset management is taken care of 
with planned profitability, allowing the Foundation to 
fulfil its purpose, as set out in the Foundation’s bylaws. 
The Foundation’s equity portfolio and the funds in the 
Clean Baltic Sea Fund are managed by Taaleri. The 
Foundation’s Board of directors monitors investment 
yields regularly in its meetings. In 2016, the asset 
manager was present three times at the meetings of 
the Foundation’s Board of directors, reporting on 
investment income and risks. 

The Foundation does not engage in active trading 
for short-term profit in the financial markets. This is 
why the change in current value has been booked to the 
current value fund, included in capital and reserves, as 
is stipulated in Chapter 5, Section 2 of the accounting 
act. This means that only realised profits and losses 
from investment property are set out in the income 
statement. Unrealised changes in value are set out in 
the current value fund of the balance sheet. assets 
recognised at current value include the Foundation’s 
investments in funds and shares, with the exception of 
shares in real estate.

at the end of the 2016 accounting period, the 
balance sheet of the Foundation showed a balance 
of €10,080,817 (€9,844,303 in 2015). equity totalled 
€ 9,867,963 (€9,622,460 in 2015). In the balance sheet, 
the value of the Foundation’s collections was €658,157 
in 2016 (666,657 in 2015). 

In 2016, the value of the Foundation’s investments 
was €8,424,438 (€8,141,239 in 2015). The Foundation’s 
investable assets consist of shares in huolintatalo, 
Länsi-Pasila (rate of return approximately 7%) and 
the asset management portfolios managed by the asset 
manager; one of the portfolios comprises the funds 
raised for the Clean Sea Fund. The results of the Clean 
Sea portfolio investment operations are presented 
under Clean Baltic Sea projects in the income 
statement. 

Investment results in 2016 did not reach the 
exceptionally good results of 2015. The yield of the 
Foundation’s investment operations was in clear 
decline with the result of €215,704 (€686,161 in 2015). 
The unrealised increase in value of the Foundation’s 
asset portfolio was approximately €777,669 on 31 
december 2016 (€530,081 on 31 december 2015). 

at the end of 2016, the funds in the Foundation’s 
asset management portfolio amounted to €5,590,445 
(€6,276,283 in 2015) and the yield calculated from the 
beginning of the year was 9.21% (approximately 10% in 
2015). dividends from the beginning of the year were 
€145,903 (€138,023 in 2015). In line with planned and 
profitable asset portfolio management, the shares are 
diversified globally. Trading with shares acquired with 
the Foundation’s money has been done in order to 
realise the Foundation’s asset management plan and to 
minimise losses. 

On 31 december 2016, the market value of the Clean 
Sea Fund asset management portfolio was €1,902,046. 
€86,952 of the portfolio’s value consisted of unrealised 
increase in market value. realised portfolio return 
of the fund portfolio was €37,826, with expenses at 
€22,022. In 2016, the change in current value of the 
Clean Sea Fund assets invested in fixed-income funds 
was €88,551 (-€62,363 in 2015), so it can be said that 
the change in Clean Sea Fund asset management was 
conducted successfully. 

Change in bylaws of the Clean Sea Fund 

Because of the poor yield of the fixed-income portfolio 
(-0.05%), the Board of directors decided in its meeting 
of 14 december 2015 that in the future, in order to 
secure profit, a maximum of 50% of the funds in the 
fixed-income portfolio can be directed to shares at this 
time, it was stated that the decision is in line with the 
requirements for planning and due diligence as defined 
in the new Foundations act. 

In its first meeting of 2016, the Board of directors 
approved the proposed change to the bylaws of the 
Clean Sea Fund. The bylaws were changed in order to 
secure the return of the investment portfolio while 
retaining the purpose for which funds are used. The 
wording of Section 5 of the bylaws, ‘Fund’s assets and 

yield’, was changed so that the section enables also 
investments in shares. Before the change, investments 
were commented upon as follows: ‘any unused capital 
remaining in the Fund shall be safely invested in 
bonds, certificates of deposit, interest funds, and other 
maximally risk-free, revenue-generating instruments’. 
The changed wording does not specify any investment 
instruments, nor does it exclude shares as an investment 
instrument: ‘any unused capital remaining in the Fund 
shall be safely invested in low-risk but still profitable 
instruments’.

Facility leasing

The John Nurminen Foundation owns approximately 
11 per cent of the huolintatalo building in Länsi-Pasila 
(approx. 892 m2), which is also home to the Foundation’s 
premises and collections. Facilities not used by the 
Foundation have been leased out. 

The Foundation has two-storey offices in 
huolintatalo, of which the upper floor (120 m2) is owned 
by Juha Nurminen, and the lower floor (135.5 m2) 
is owned by the Foundation. all of the Foundation’s 
premises were leased out in 2016. rental income 
totalled at €165,136 (€165,785 in 2015), and the result 
of the Foundation’s leasing operations in 2016 was 
€72,779 (€70,762 in 2015). all of the Foundation’s 
premises were leased out at the beginning of the 2017 
financial period.

General expenses of the John Nurminen 
Foundation 

The general expenses of the Foundation amounted to 
€192,970 (€209,478 in 2015), consisting of personnel 
expenses at €116,901 (€118,102 in 2015), depreciation 
in the amount of €7,458 (€4,780 in 2015) and other 
expenses at €81,888 (€94,952 in 2015). Other expenses 
include fees of the Board of directors, meeting 
expenses, financial management and audit expenses 
(excluding the eU project audit for the Clean Baltic Sea 
projects), and data communications, mailing, office, and 
telephony costs.
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operational risks and 
uncertainties 

FOr The PaST seven years, the expenses of the 
Foundation’s traditional publication operations 
have exceeded the profit accrued by book sales. The 
book business, and non-fiction books in particular, 
have faced a challenging market situation for quite 
some time. In order to ensure long-term funding for 
cultural operations, a steady annual yield is expected 
from investments, and new donors are needed. The 
Foundation is also seeking new audiences, and wants to 
focus on new ways of distributing content. 

In the long run, the funding of the Foundation’s 
operations depends on good results from investment 
activities, so the Foundation does not need to eat 
its own capital in order to finance basic operations. 
The John Nurminen Foundation Clean Baltic Sea 
projects are funded with private donations and public 
funding. Fundraising is a fiercely competed field, and 
this is evident in the diminishing contributions from 
companies. The Foundation must strive to ensure a 
solid basis for its financing, as it can no longer rely on 
major donations spanning many years. By expanding its 
donor base, the Foundation is building its response to 
the insecurity of corporate donations.

The Foundation focuses on measurable projects 
with a distinct impact, and the goal-oriented, result-
seeking nature of its operations helps it stand out 
amongst other stakeholders. The Foundation’s 
reputation and public image are excellent. In an 
uncertain financing situation, the Foundation will 
continue to focus on transparent reporting and on 
operations that are as efficient as possible. The hands-
on nature of the Foundation is emphasised also in the 
future as a feature that sets the Foundation apart from 
other foundations, who may focus on communications 
or giving out grants. 

In 2016, the greatest risks and uncertainties of the 
Foundation’s Clean Baltic Sea projects involved the 
financial situation of project partners in russia, in 

particular, caused first and foremost by the weakening 
of the country’s currency. This development has slowed 
down the implementation of our ongoing projects 
in russia. The Udarnik poultry farm project and the 
project in vyborg, russia, for example, have both been 
delayed due to reasons beyond the Foundation’s control. 
In 2016, the financial situation of water utilities in 
Belarus weakened as well, following general financial 
insecurity and changes in currency rates. In a weak 
economic situation, we face the growing risk of water 
utilities not treating their wastewaters as well as they 
could, but instead choosing to save on the running 
costs of the treatment plants, even if this leads to a 
worse treatment result. The Foundation monitors the 
status and usage rate of its investments continuously, 
and also follows up how its project partners fulfil their 
contractual obligations.

another consequence of the political situation is the 
fact that our russian project partners have been unable 
to receive funding from eU programmes. This is why 
the Foundation’s new BeST project has been prepared 
so that russian and Belarusian water utilities join in 
only as additional partners, without a project budget 
of their own. however, in its new financing round, 
the eU’s Baltic Sea region Programme has included 
russian partners in the financing programme: this is 
because the Government of russia has also financed 
the programme, and, consequently, it has been possible 
to include also russian project partners in BeST. 
Following the change in the political situation of Poland, 
the country’s environmental administration has been 
replaced. The new government is planning changes 
also to the organisation and tasks of the environmental 
administration. Poland is yet to confirm its discharge 
quota under the Baltic Sea marine protection 
agreement, and it is very likely that the confirmation 
will not be made during the current government’s term.

John Nurminen Foundation Business ID 0895353-5 Helsinki

The bylaws of the John Nurminen Foundation are available at the Foundation’s website, www.johnnurmisensaatio.fi
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ProFiT AnD LoSS STATemenT

   2016 2015
 
ordinary operations

mArine CuLTure 
 
 Income 
  Book sales 121,744.96 207,003.79
  Grants received 200,756.86 122,760.12
  income from collections 3,947.82 11,022.86
  other income 10,911.74 55,179.62
  Total income 337,361.38 395,966.39 

 Expenses 
  Personnel expenses -187,040.91 -179,936.47
  Other expenses -263,018.46 -360,863.62
  Change in stocks -8,249.00 -6,284.16
  Expenses, total -458,308.37 -547,084.25
 
Marine culture, total -120,946.99 -151,117.86

CLeAn BALTiC SeA ProJeCTS
 
 Income 
  Donations received 833,524.85 911,426.66
  Grants received 217,710.44 104,220.66
  other income 52,515.77 69,422.18
  investments 37,825.68 79,537.48
  Total income 1,141,576.74 1,164,606.98
 
 Expenses 
  Personnel expenses -630,755.58 -478,416.78
  Depreciation -1,659.84 -1,844.61
  investments -17,891.51 0.00
  Other expenses -556,472.84 -448,408.38
  Expenses, total -1,206,779.77 -928,669.77
 
 Fund transfers 65,203.03 -235,937.21
 
clean Baltic Sea projects, total 0.00 0.00
 

   2016 2015

GenerAL exPenSeS 
 
 Income 
  Donations received 10,845.00 0.00
  other income 2,432.18 8,357.84
   13,277.18 8,357.84
 
 Expenses 
  Personnel expenses -116,901.23 -118,102.96
  Depreciation -7,458.38 -4,780.48
  Other expenses -81,888.03 -94,952.18
   -206,247.64 -217,835.62
 
general expenses, total -192,970.46 -209,477.78
 
Trading deficit from ordinary operations -313,917.45 -360,595.64
 

inVeSTmenT AnD FinAnCinG oPerATionS 
 
Investments 
 
 Income 
  interest income 26.03 94.96
  Dividend incomet 145,903.14 138,923.07
  Profit from sales 454,892.45 727,978.87
  Total income 600,821.62 866,996.90
 
 Expenses
  Other expenses -385,117.55 -180,836.19
  Expenses, total -385,117.55 -180,836.19

 Investments, total 215,704.07 686,160.71

Facility leasing 
 
  rental income 165,136.31 165,785.02
  Service charges  -92,121.67 -94,428.30
  Other facility leasing expenses -235.60 -594.56
   72,779.04 70,762.16
 
 Facility leasing, total 72,779.04 70,762.16
 

 
 Investment and financing operations, total 288,483.11 756,922.87
 
 deficit (surplus) for the period -25,434.34 396,327.23
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BALAnCe SheeT 
 

Assets  2016 2015

NON-CuRRENT ASSETS 
 
intangible assets 
 other intangible assets 9,342.70 14,014.06

Tangible assets 
 machinery and equipment 13,340.49 5,861.21
 other tangible assets 
  Works of art 192,043.91 192,043.91
  maps, books and items 466,112.69 474,612.69
 other tangible assets, total 658,156.60 666,656.60
 
Tangible assets, total 671,497.09 672,517.81 
 
investments 8,424,438.22 8,141,238.94 
 
 
NON-curreNT aSSeTS, TOTal 9,105,278.01 8,827,770.81
 
 
CurrenT ASSeTS 
 
inventories 
 unfinished books 24,508.61 25,595.41 
 Books 118,546.06 125,708.26
   143,054.67 151,303.67 
 
Debtors
 
 Short-term 
  Sales receivables 50,870.51 82,375.88  
  other debtors 269,594.74 304,486.24 
  Prepayments and accrued income 133,246.42 48,736.42
   453,711.67 435,598.54 
 
Cash in hand and at banks 378,772.99 429,630.17 
  
curreNT aSSeTS, TOTal 975,539.33 1,016,532.38
  
assets, total 10,080,817.34 9,844,303.19

BALAnCe SheeT 
 

Liabilities 2016 2015 

eQuiTy/CAPiTAL AnD reSerVeS 
 
Basic capital 142,168.69 142,168.69
Current Value Fund 777,669.31 530,080.86
Clean Sea Fund ii 2,886,136.37 2,862,787.95
   3,805,974.37 3,535,037.50
 
Retained earnings (loss) 6,087,423.28 5,691,096.05
Surplus (deficit) for the accounting period -25,434.34 396,327.23
   6,061,988.94 6,087,423.28
 
capITal aNd reSerVeS, TOTal 9,867,963.31 9,622,460.78
 
 
CreDiTorS 
 
Short-term
 Advances received 7,645.00 10,239.88 
 Trade creditors 59,364.12 71,981.96 
 other creditors 31,417.13 33,136.78 
 Accruals and deferred income 114,427.78 106,483.79
Short-term, total 212,854.03 221,842.41 
 
credITOrS, TOTal 212,854.03 221,842.41
 
liabilities, total 10,080,817.34 9,844,303.19
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APPenDiCeS 

PrinCiPLeS oF reCoGniTion AnD meASuremenT 

This Financial Statement has been prepared in adherence to the Government Decree for small undertakings.
    
Compared to the Financial Statement for 2015, information here is presented in a more concise manner. Booking practices have not 
been altered.
The change in the manner of presentation is made for the purpose of improving the readability of the Financial Statement, 
and making the total expenses and income for Maritime culture easier to examine.   
The comparison data in the income statement has been changed correspondingly.  
    

PrinCiPLeS oF reCoGniTion AnD meASuremenT 
 
recognition of fixed assets
 
No depreciation was taken for the fixed assets of the Foundation’s ordinary operations. 
The fixed assets consist of works of art, maps, books and artefacts.
   
Office machines and equipment are shown in the balance sheet at cost less planned depreciation. 
The planned depreciation method was reducing balance depreciation at 25%.  
 
recognition of investment
  
investment has been recognised at current value in line with Section 5, Chapter 2a of the Accounting Act.
The Foundation does not engage in active trading for short-term profit in the financial markets.
This is why the change in current value has been booked to the Current Value Fund, included in capital and reserves.
   
Assets recognised at current value include the Foundation’s investments in funds and shares, with the exception of housing company 
shares.  

expense allocation principles
 
Function-specific expenses and a share of common expenses are allocated to functions.
When calculating a function’s share of common expenses, the matching principle is  adhered to as closely as possible. 

donations and fundraising

Received donations, wills and raised funds are mainly recognised on accrual basis when their delivery is final from the perspective of 
the Foundation. Assets are recognised in adherence to the prudence principle.

Investment and financing operations 2016 2015
 
Investments 

Income 
 interest income 26.03 94.96
 Dividend income 145,903.14 138,923.07
 Profit from sales 454,892.45 727,978.87
 other income 0.00 0.00
 Total income 600,821.62 866,996.90
 
Expenses 
 Transaction and management fees -47,745.73 -56,607.67
 Sales loss -337,371.82 -124,228.52
 Expenses, total -385,117.55 -180,836.19

Facility leasing

 rental income 165,136.31 165,785.02
 Service charges  -92,121.67 -94,428.30
 Other facility leasing expenses -235.60 -594.56
 Facility leasing, total 72,779.04 70,762.16
 
Investment and financing operations, total 288,483.11 756,922.87
 
 
Clean Baltic Sea Projects 2016 2015
 
Income 
 Donations received 833,524.85 911,426.66
 Grants received 217,710.44 104,220.66
 other income 52,515.77 69,422.18
 investments 37,825.68 79,537.48
 Total income 1,141,576.74 1,164,606.98
 
Expenses 
 Personnel expenses -630,755.58 -478,416.78
 Depreciation -1,659.84 -1,844.61
 equipment purchases -69,446.99 -89,300.00
 Consultancy fees -10,588.48 -22,208.18
 Marketing expenses -71,159.56 -57,356.96
 Travel and meeting expenses -67,445.22 -55,247.56
 investments -17,891.51 0.00
 Other expenses -337,832.59 -224,295.68
 Expenses, total -1,206,779.77 -928,669.77
 
clean Baltic Sea, total 65,203.03 -235,937.21
 
Fund transfers 65,203.03 -235,937.21
 
clean Baltic Sea, total 0.00 0.00

Clean Baltic Sea project expenses itemised by function 2016 2015

Project expenses and communications -709,801.96 -547,951.30 
General expenses -176,616.57 -202,095.48 
Fundraising -320,361.24 -178,622.99
Expenses, total -1,206,779.77 -928,669.77 
 

noTeS To The inCome STATemenT 
 
notes on personnel 2016 2015
 
Average number of personnel 16 14
 
Salaries 721,254.79 592,128.55
Fees  56,214.62 53,786.06
Pension expenses  132,637.23 110,906.10
Other personnel expenses 24,591.08 19,635.50
   934,697.72 776,456.21
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noTeS To The BALAnCe SheeT 
 
intangible assets 2016 2015  
 
Other intangible assets 
 
Apartment renovation expenses 
Purchase cost 1 January 14,014.06 18,685.42
Depreciation for the accounting period -4,671.36 -4,671.36
Book value 31 December 9,342.70 14,014.06

Tangible assets 2016 2015  
 
Machinery and equipment 
 
Office machinery and equipment 
Purchase cost 1 January 5,861.21 5,114.61
Additions  11,926.14 2,700.33
Depreciation for the accounting period -4,446.56 -1,953.73
Book value 31 December 13,340.79 5,861.21
 
machinery and equipment, total 13,340.79 5,861.21

 
other tangible assets 2016 2015
 
Works of art 
Purchase cost 1 January 192,043.91 192,043.91
Book value 31 December 192,043.91 192,043.91
 
Maps 
Purchase cost 1 January 255,710.07 255,510.07
Additions  0.00 200.00
reductions -8,500.00 0.00
Book value 31 December 247,210.07 255,710.07
 
Books
Purchase cost 1 January 52,768.34 52,768.34
Book value 31 December 52,768.34 52,768.34
 
artefacts 
Purchase cost 1 January 166,134.28 166,134.28
Book value 31 December 166 134.28 166,134.28
 
other tangible assets, total 658,156.60 666,656.60

Tangible assets, total 671,497.39 672,517.81

investments 2016 2015
 
listed shares and other financing instruments 
Purchase cost 31 December 6,627,338.84 6,680,279.46
Book value 31 December 7,491,960.37 7,208,761.09
market value 31 December 7,491,960.37 7,208,761.09
Difference 864,621.53 528,481.63
  
Other shares and similar rights of ownership 
Kiinteistö oy Pasilankatu 2, 11.67 per cent of shares 
Book value 1 January 932,477.85 932,477.85
Book value 31 December 932,477.85 932,477.85
 

equity/Capital and reserves 2016 2015
 
Basic capital 142,168.69 142,168.69
 
Current Value Fund 1 January 530,080.86 659,975.80
Change in Current Value Fund 247,588.45 -129,894.94
Current Value Fund 31 December 777,669.31 530,080.86

other restricted reserves 
Clean Sea ii Fund   
 capital 1 January 2,862,787.95 2,689,213.85
 donations received 833,524.85 911,426.66
 grants received 217,710.44 104,220.66
 other income 52,515.77 69,422.18
 change in current value of investments 88,551.45 -62,363.11
 realised profit from investment 37,825.68 79,537.48
 used in line with bylaws to promote a clean sea -1,206,779.77 -928,669.77
 capital 31 December 2,886,136.37 2,862,787.95
   
Retained surplus (deficit) from previous financial periods   
 earnings from previous accounting periods 1 January 6,087,423.28 5,691,096.05
 earnings from previous accounting periods 31 December 6,087,423.28 5,691,096.05
   
Surplus (deficit) for the accounting period -25,434.34 396,327.23
   
Capital and reserves, total 9,867,963.31 9,622,460.78 

The Foundation has one fund, the Clean Sea II Fund, that is restricted for a specific purpose.
monies in the fund are used according to fund rules.   

The monies of the Clean Sea II Fund have been invested in fixed-income funds.  
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reLATeD PArTieS  
 
The Foundation’s related parties consist of member of the Board of Directors; the Foundation’s management and certified account-
ant; their spouses, children, parents and siblings, and also entities where the aforementioned persons exercise control. Related 
parties also include the Foundation’s auditors.
    
All essential and exceptional related party events have been reported under Related Party Transactions. Purchases of products sold 
by the Foundation for normal private use,  such as books, for example, have not been included  in related party transactions. 
 
The Foundation has not given its related parties any monetary loans or grants. no guarantees or warranties have been given on 
behalf of the related parties.   
  
All business transactions involving related parties are conducted at current market value and in line with  the Foundation’s interest. 
    

Accounting period 2016 Salaries and fees Purchased goods and services Sold goods and services

members of the Board of Directors and 
   the Foundation’s management 144,575.39 164,483.71 33,842.84
Auditor 0.00 14,729.07 0.00

Tilikaudella 2015 Salaries and fees Purchased goods and services Sold goods and services

members of the Board of Directors and 
   the Foundation’s management 139,275.40 173,843.20 20,557.58
Auditor 0.00 9,870.40 0.00

related party transactions based on agreement, by type

   2016 2015
  
purchased goods and services 
rents for facilities 28,916.40 29,052.03
Service charges for premises 120,619.14 129,146.04
Books 704.00 0.00
Purchased services 14,244.17 15,645.13
Total  164,483.71 173,843.20
   
Business transactions: sales to related parties 
rents for facilities  10,752.62 8,057.08
Sales from the collections 8,624.02 0.00
Book marketing costs 0.00 12,288.40
Book sales to companies that are related parties 10,738.27 212.10
other goods and services 3,727.93 0.00
Total  33,842.84 20,557.58 

  
 
Contingent liabilities 2016 2015
 
Leasing and rental liabilities excluded from the balance sheet 
Payable in the next financial period 18,395.32 22,450.48
Payable later 0.00 15,170.09
Total  18,395.32 37,620.57 

Signatures of the Report on Operations and Financial Statements (Translation)

helsinki, 15 February 2016

Juha Nurminen Jouko Lönnqvist 

Chairman of the Board of Directors

Per-Edvin Persson Juhani Kaskeala

Hannu Syrjänen Veli Sundbäck

Pertti Torstila Eeva Ahdekivi

Annamari Arrakoski-Engardt 

Secretary General of the Foundation

A report of the audit has been submitted today.

helsinki, 14th February 2017

oy Tuokko Ltd 

Jari Miikkulainen Terhi Latvala

Authorised Public Accountant Authorised Public Accountant
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Oy Tuokko Ltd

Paciuksenkatu 25, FI-00270 Helsinki, www.tuokko.fi

AUDITOR’S REPORT (Translation of the Finnish Original)
To the Board of Directors of John Nurminen foundation

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements

Opinion
We have audited the financial statements John Nurminen foundation (business identity code 0895353-5) for the
year ended 31 December, 2016. The financial statements comprise the balance sheet, income statement and
notes.

In our opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair view of the foundation’s financial performance and
financial position in accordance with the laws and regulations governing the preparation of financial statements in
Finland and comply with statutory requirements.

Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with good auditing practice in Finland. Our responsibilities under good
auditing practice are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Financial Statements section
of our report. We are independent of the foundation in accordance with the ethical requirements that are applicable
in Finland and are relevant to our audit, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with
these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our opinion.

Responsibilities of the Board of Directors for the Financial Statements
The Board of Directors is responsible for the preparation of financial statements that give a true and fair view in
accordance with the laws and regulations governing the preparation of financial statements in Finland and comply
with statutory requirements. The Board of Directors is also responsible for such internal control as they determine
is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether
due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Board of Directors is responsible for assessing the foundation’s ability to
continue as going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern
basis of accounting. The financial statements are prepared using the going concern basis of accounting unless
there is an intention to liquidate the foundation or cease operations, or there is no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Financial Statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance on whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with good auditing practice will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from
fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with good auditing practice, we exercise professional judgment and maintain
professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:
∂ Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error,

design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

∂ Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the
foundation’s internal control.

2 (2)

∂ Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and
related disclosures made by management.

∂ Conclude on the appropriateness of the Board of Directors’ use of the going concern basis of accounting and
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that
may cast significant doubt on the foundation’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a
material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in
the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based
on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may
cause the foundation to cease to continue as a going concern

∂ Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the disclosures,
and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events so that the financial
statements give a true and fair view.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and
timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we
identify during our audit.

Other Reporting Requirements

Other Information
The Board of Directors is responsible for the other information. The other information comprises information
included in the report of the Board of Directors. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other
information.

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the information included in the
report of the Board of Directors and, in doing so, consider whether the information included in the report of the
Board of Directors is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit,
or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. Our responsibility also includes considering whether the report of
the Board of Directors has been prepared in accordance with the applicable laws and regulations.

In our opinion, the information in the report of the Board of Directors is consistent with the information in the
financial statements and the report of the Board of Directors has been prepared in accordance with the applicable
laws and regulations.

If, based on the work we have performed on the report of the Board of Directors, we conclude that there is a material
misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard.

Other statements based on law
It is our responsibility to issue a statement on matters required in the Foundations Act chapter 4 section 2
subsection 2, based on our audit.

The Board of Directors is responsible for information included in the financial statements and the report of the
Board of Directors and for that the fees and compensation paid to the members of the organs of the foundation are
within a normal range.

Our statement is that the foundation’s financial statements and report of the Board of Directors include the
information that is material to the evaluation of compliance to the provisions in the bylaws regarding the purpose
and forms of activity of the foundation. Fees and compensation paid by the foundation to the organs of the
foundation can be considered to be within a normal range.

Helsinki, February 14th, 2017

Oy Tuokko Ltd
Audit firm

Jari Miikkulainen Terhi Latvala
KHT KHT
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Per-Edvin Persson 
Kaisa olkkonen 
Juhani Kaskeala
eeva Ahdekivi
Veli Sundbäck 
Juha nurminen, Chairman
hannu Syrjänen, Vice Chairman
Marja-Leena Rinkineva
Pertti Torstila

ADViSory GrouP, 
CLeAn BALTiC SeA ProJeCTS

Veli Sundbäck, JnF, Chairman
Jaakko henttonen, eBrD
ilkka herlin, BSAG
Kari homanen, neFCo
Laura höijer, Finnish environment institute
Lea Kauppi, SyKe
esa nikunen, City of helsinki
markku ollikainen, university of helsinki
Liisa rohweder, WWF
monika Stankiewicz, heLCom
erja Tikka, ministry for Foreign Affairs

STeerinG GrouP, 
LoKi ProJeCT

Annamari Arrakoski-Engardt, JnF, Chairman
Juha nurminen, JnF
Per-Edvin Persson, JNF
Vesa hongisto, national Board of Antiquities
matti Jylhä, Futurice
hanne Kettunen, Siili Solutions
Kimmo Levä, Finnish museums Association
markku Löytönen, university of helsinki
Antti rantanen, motley Agency

Annamari Arrakoski-Engardt, Secretary General
Tuula Putkinen, Communications Director
Oona Lavonsalo, Communications Officer, 
  online and social media

minna Korpela, Fundraising Director
Maija Salmiovirta, Fundraising Officer

CLeAn BALTiC SeA ProJeCTS 

marjukka Porvari, Director
elena Kaskelainen, Project manager
miina mäki, Project manager
Anna Saarentaus, Project manager, nutriTrade
Anni Kujala, Financial Coordinator, nutriTrade

mArine CuLTure

exhiBiTionS, PuBLiCATionS, CoLLeCTionS

maria Grönroos, manager, Publications and Collections
Anne mäkijärvi, manager, Sales and marketing

LoKi CuLTurAL heriTAGe ProJeCT

Anna herlin, Project manager
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Tuula Putkinen 
Communications Director
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Director, 
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ConTACT inFormATion

E-mail: firstname.lastname@jnfoundation.fi

www.johnnurmisensaatio.fi

PoSTAL ADDreSS

John nurminen Foundation
Pasilankatu 2
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Annamari Arrakoski-Engardt 
Secretary General of the Foundation
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LönnBerG

Lönnberg is the most versatile provider 

of printing services in Finland. in addition 

to printed products, Lönnberg improves 

the marketing and business operations of 

its customers through its diverse service 

offering. The company has been selected 

best in its field six times. Lönnberg has 

the trust of its customers, who range 

from international listed companies and 

domestic Smes to public administration, 

associations, and freelance designers. 

Learn more about the experiences of 

Lönnberg customers at www.lonnberg.fi. 

Lönnberg is the most versatile provider of printing 
and marketing services in Finland. The company is 
ahead of the rest also in environmental issues.

For Lönnberg customers, it is easy to choose ecological-
ly better materials, and spread the message of environ-
mentally responsible operations by using the ecolabels 
that have been awarded to Lönnberg in their printed 
materials.

Lönnberg is a forerunner in environmental issues 
in its field. Lönnberg is the first sheet-fed printing 
company in europe to be awarded the right to use the 
eU flower ecolabel. The eU flower is an ecolabel that is 
recognised throughout europe. Lönnberg was also the 
first printing house in Finland to be awarded the PeFC 
and FSC certificates of origin, which testify that the 
wood-based raw materials used in the printed product 
originate in forests that are managed in line with the 
principles of sustainability.

The label that is used most often by Lönnberg is, 
however, the Nordic ecolabel, i.e. the Swan. The Swan 
sets strict environmental criteria for the production 
and products of a printing house.

The labels guarantee that Lönnberg continues to 
develop its operations, making them more efficient 
and environmentally friendly, and ensuring that the 
company does not waste any natural resources. When 
labels are awarded, issues under consideration include 
energy consumption, pollution of air and water, and 
the generation of waste. reports must be based on 
scientific evidence, taking into account also the latest 
technological developments.

environmental values have always been an integral 
part of Lönnberg’s operations. Lönnberg is always 
looking for new ways to save energy as well as new, more 
environmentally friendly production methods.

Forerunner in enVironmenTAL iSSueS

This publication bears the Swan label and the PeFC certificate of origin.
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We WIll SaVe The BalTIc Sea NOW!

Join us and 
save your own piece 

of the Baltic sea!

By donating 10 euros, you will help us improve the condition 
of the Baltic Sea and remove 50 kg of blue-green algae from the Sea.

donate at  www.puhdasmeri.fi



John nurmisen Säätiö 
Pelastamme itämeren ja sen perinnön tuleville sukupolville.

www.johnnurmisensaatio.fi
www.puhdasitameri.fi
Facebook &Twitter: @johnnurmisensaatio,@puhdasitameri 
instagram: johnnurminenfoundation 


